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Students Take All Access Challenge
by

Rick Kurker ’09

Asst. News Editor

The number of wheelchair users at
Providence College increased dramatically
on Tuesday and Wednesday, but rumors of
a mass accident should be ignored. The
wheelchair use was comCAMPUS pletely voluntary, as these
NEWS were participants in the
Access Challenge, which
ran from April 7 through April 9, 2008.
“The Access Challenge is an opportuni
ty for students to become aware of disabil
ity challenges and accessibility on PC’s
campus,” said Claribel Crews, Aquinas
senior hall director in the Office of
Residence Life. “Many students are
unaware of the difficulties disabled stu
dents face, and this will help educate stu
dents about diversity issues that surround
us daily.”
“Access Challenge is being planned by
Residence Life Diversity Committee,
Balfour Center for Multicultural Affairs,
and the Health Center,” said Crews.
According to Crews, the orientation
meeting for the program took place on
Monday, April 7, 2008, at 7:00 p.m. At
this orientation, Crews said that an instruc
tional presentation was provided by Dana
Wright, who is a permanent wheelchair
user. Wright guided the students in proper
wheelchair use, including how to move,
stop, maneuver, and be safe while utilizing
a wheelchair.
“The students will be using a wheelchair
for forty-eight hours,” Crews said. “They
will receive a journal, a disposable camera,
and a list of buildings to go to during those
48 hours.”
According to Arthur Dylag, west cam
pus apartment complex director for Res
Life, said that Crews was the key coordi
nator of the event, and 14 students partic
ipated in the event.
On Wednesday, April 9, at 7:00 p.m., a
reception was.held at which participants
and guests discussed the experiences of the
students who partook in the challenge.
Crews said that everyone was welcome
to the reception, where guests had the
chance to ask Access Challenge partici
pants about their struggles or challenges
throughout the 48 hours. Participants were
asked to share their journals and pictures
pertaining to their experiences over the
course of the two days.
Nedzer Erilus, Suites Complex Director,
ACCESS/Page 9

IMMIGRATION
WEEK GETS
STUDENTS
TALKING
by

Kylie Lacey ’ll
News Staff

SARA SPIRITO ’ 11 /The Cowl

Fourteen participants, including Providence College students and employees, vol
unteered to experience life in a wheelchair for two days from April 7 to April 9.
All volunteers were not allowed to move from their wheelchairs at any time. The
exercise opened the participants’ eyes to the difficulties of being disabled.
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Campus Compact’s 2008 Raise Your
Voice Presidential Civic Engagement
Fund, along with Michelle DePlante ’08,
Sophia Georgeo ’09, Katie Schmidt ’09,
Lindsay Adamski '09,
CAMPUS Elizabeth Wolf ’09, and
NEWS Bridget Landry ’10 hosted
Immigration Week here at
Providence College, Sunday, March 30
through Thursday, April 3.
DePlante is writing her thesis on immigra
tion and received a federal grant through
Campus Compact to host the week’s events.
Along with her main committee of helpers—
volunteers from service-oriented or immigra
tion-concerned majors such as global studies,
social work, languages, political science, and
community service— volunteered their time
and efforts to carry off the events.
“Our main goal was to incorporate as
many PC students as possible, as well as out
side community members,” said DePlante.
Kicking off the events was a Mass and
Candlelight Vigil at St. Dominic Chapel on
Sunday at 10:30 p.m. At the vigil the student
sponsors of Immigration Week asked that
everyone pray for the unfortunate immigrants
around the world.
Vials of sand accompanied by prayer
cards were passed out at the Mass to
encourage PC students to be constantly
thinking of immigrants.
“We want people to be reminded to keep
these people in their prayers,” said Adamski.
Mass attendee Brittany McHale ’ 11 was
touched by the vigil.
“It’s strange,” she said, “because at a
school that is as not integrated as PC is, it’s
easy to forget about immigrants and their
struggle. At Mass, though, everyone was
reminded that one of the pillars of a
Catholic school is caring about others—
especially those not as fortunate as you.”
On Monday, March 31, a forum was
held for local speakers who work, or have
worked, with immigrants to share their
experiences. Dr. Alexandra PinerosShields, associate professor of global stud
ies and Public and community service,

IMMIGRATION/Page 6

Tuition Increases Announced
by

Lauren Ballback ’ll
News Staff

Every class you skip next year will cost
you more—literally. In a letter mailed to
parents approximately two weeks ago,
Rev. Brain J. Shanley, O.P., president of
Providence
College,
a
tuition
Tuition announced
increase for the 2008-2009
academic year. Room and
board will also increase.
The current tuition is $29,499 per year.
Room and board is currently $10,335. The
new rate, approved by the College’s Board
of Trustees, calls for an increase of 6.5
percent for tuition and 4.6 percent to 5.9
percent for room and board, contingent on
the type of meal plan and residence hall.
That is over $4,000 more for both tuition
and room and board per year.
Shanley outlined the reasons for the
increase in his letter to the parents. The
source of 85 percent of the College’s total
revenue is student tuition, fees, and room

and board. Therefore, the programs, aca
demics, faculty, facilities, and financial aid
results are sponsored through tuition.
Shanley wrote, “Over the last 12 years,
Providence College has invested more
than $165 million to build new facilities—
including St. Dominic Chapel, Smith
Center for the Arts, Suites Hall, and
Concannon Fitness Center. . . The result
has been a dramatically improved campus
landscape that has enabled us to effectual
ly compete with other colleges that interest
our prospective students.”
Throughout the letter Shanley spoke of
the need to compete with other schools in
order to attract students.
“Few colleges—even those of us with
small endowments and modest fundrais
ing—can dismiss the pressure to
upgrade existing facilities and build new
ones that will help attract and retain stu
dents,” he wrote.
Another area of improvement for the
TUITION/Page 8
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Art reception displays women’s art

The Women Will Club, in association
with the Providence College Art Club,
recently sponsored an art show in the
Slavin Center April 3. The art exhibited
was created by Providence College stu
dents. Following the display, a small
reception was held in Slavin’s roomGOl.
The reception once again displayed the
students’ artwork and offered a few hors
d’oeuvres for the attendees. The event
attracted art majors interested in their
peers’ work. The art display sampled a
wide mixture of art produced by PC’s stu
dent body.
“The art was mostly from people in art
classes,” said Colleen Driscoll ’08, presi
dent of the Art Club. “But there was still a
variety of different majors. We had politi
cal science, history, and art majors span
ning all four years.”
The selected works ran the gambit in
terms of both style and form. Ranging
from the more typical to the abstract, the
pieces were chosen for their professional
and creative quality.
“We tried to incorporate different medi
ums,” said Driscoll. “We had ceramics, a
piece of jewelry, paintings, screen prints,
and monotypes.”
Monotyping is an in-depth process in
which an artist first paints an image on a
smooth, non-absorbent surface such as
glass. Then, the image is transferred to
paper by firmly pressing the paper to the
original surface. This is typically achieved
with the aid of a printing press.
“[The exhibit] was an opportunity for
both faculty and students,” said Driscoll.
“Whether they were an art student or not,
it’s an opportunity to display what they
have been working on. We can show our
peers on campus what we’re capable of.
Most of the pieces were done in class and
reveal the people’s artistic nature.”
Contributors to the annual show includ
ed Meghan Pyle ’08, Stephanie Knott ’09,
Clare Brewka ’09, Caitlin McDeed ’08,

MATT LONGOBARDI ’10/The Cowl

Students exhibited their art work at The Women’s Art Show, April 3, hosted by Women Will.

Deanna Piscileloi ’10, Colleen Driscoll
’08, Elizabeth Troxell ’09, Maryclaire
Henion ’09, and Jenny Mackintosh ’08.
-Conor Ferguson '10

PC Pays it Forward

Students of Joseph Cammarano, Ph.D.,
assistant professor of political science, and
Catherine L. Pastille, (adjunct professor
assistant professor) of management, will
be joining together to survey Providence
College students April 17 through April
18. They will be collecting information on
PC’s student body’s “interests, talents, and
skills,” which will then be used to help stu
dents find programs working with local
youths. The eight question survey is enti
tled “PC Pays it Forward.”
“The idea for the survey was developed by
our entire class as well as Dr. Pastille, our pro

CALENDAR

April 11 to 17

11 Friday

12 Saturday

13 Sunday

4:00 p.m. Fridays at
Four-Student
Perfromance, Ryan
Concert Hall, Smith
Center for the Arts

10:00 a.m. Class of
2012 Family Day,
Providence College
Campus

2:00 p.m. Funny
Girl, Angell
Blackfriars Theatre,
Smith Center for the
Arts

8:00 p.m. Funny
Girl, Angell
Blackfriars Theatre,
Smith Center for the
Arts

8:00 p.m. Funny
Girl, Angell
Blackfriars Theatre,
Smith Center for the
Arts

fessor, and Dr. Cammarano, who has spoken
with us about his broader Youth Development
initiative several times and expressed his
need for our help in compiling this informa
tion,” said Molly Kerwin ’09.
“The students in the class developed the
eight-question survey and the name, ‘PC
Pays It Forward,’ which helps to empha
size that by filling out the survey, PC stu
dents will be starting a chain of good
works that will last for a long time to
come,” said Pastille.
“We’ll use it [the information from the
survey] to start a program and see how
well we can accommodate it in [it’s]
entirety,” said Geoffrey McDermott ’09.
The two classes are aiming to reach at
least 400 students. A table will be set up in
lower Slavin Center to distribute and col
lect completed surveys. Students may also
complete surveys online from April 17 at

4:30 p.m. Mass at
St. Dominic Chapel

1:00 a.m. to April 18 at 12:00 a.m.
Students in the classes have also created a
Facebook event and will be sending a mass
e-mail to students to inform them about the
survey. Resident assistants will also be
reminding students about the survey.
Anyone who completes a survey will be
entered in a raffle to receive a prize of
$100 cash.
“The results of the survey will be used
purely for informational purposes,” said
Kerwin. “We are looking to compile all of
the assets of the PC students (talents, inter
ests, skills) and match them with needs of
the community’s youth. The students
answering the survey will not actually be
asked to volunteer, however, if they would
like to volunteer with this project, Dr.
Cammarano would love to have them.”
-Devin Murphy '10

14 Monday

15 Tuesday

16 Wednesday

17 Thursday

6:30 p.m. BMSA
Executive meeting,
Balfour Center

6:30 p.m. AfricanAmerican Society,
Slavin Center G29

6:30 p.m. WDOM
Open Mic Night,
McPhail’s

4:00 p.m. Student
Recognition
Ceremony, Slavin
Center ’64

8:00 p.m. Sailing
Club, Concannon
Fitness Center
Conference room

7:00 p.m. “Callings:
Discerning God’s
Will in One’s Life,”
Center for Catholic
and Dominican
Studies

7:30 p.m. Student
Congress-student life 7:00 p.m. Campus
committee meeting, Ministry Volunteer
Appreciation Night,
Slavin Center 114
Campus Ministry
Center

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY!
OFFICE OF ADMISSION
STUDENT SUMMER WORKERS
The Office of Admission is seeking out current PC students who are
interested in working in the office during the summer months.
Responsibilities include giving campus tours, speaking to prospective
student audiences and assisting the Office of Admission staff with
various projects (This is a full time position).

Students who are interested in applying must first apply online at
http://www.providence.edu/Admissio n/Underqraduate+Financial+Aid/
Student+Employment/

Applications will be available starting Wednesday, March 26, 2008 in
Harkins Hall 222.
Please contact Jen Hastings, Associate Dean of Admission at x.2680 or
ihastinq@providence.edu or Faith Allen, Senior Admission Counselor at
faith.allen@providence.edu or x. 2368.

Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into
yrint to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an error
in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will
be printed as necessary on page 2.
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LOCAL NEWS FOR THE STATE OF R.I.
Olympic protestors gather in
Providence
Roughly 100 protestors gathered at
Roger Williams Park denouncing China’s
alleged abuse of human rights. The protest
coincided with China’s ongoing prepara
tion of the 2008 Olympics, according to
The Providence Journal.
Many of the protestors were members of
the Falun Gong faith —a group that is per
secuted in China. The gatherers, united in
their cause, rallied around a woman who
held a mock Olympic torch and a sign that
read, “No Human Rights, No Olympics,”
The Providence Journal reported.
The protest, which followed the Rhode
Island Human Rights Torch Relay, was part
of a larger effort to end the subjugation of the
Falun Gong called the Coalition to
Investigate Persecution of the Falun Gong.
The rally included a variety of partic
ipants ranging from young children to
grandparents, proceeded peacefully, and
never got out of hand or especially loud.
While policemen on horseback looked
on, they were never required to control
the protestors.
Though the general attitude was placid,
the signs being held were much more accu
satory. According to The Providence
Journal, one woman held a sign reading,
“Did you know organ harvesting from the
Falun Gong is big business?” Others spoke
of China’s unwillingness to help dying
AIDS victims as well as China’s funding
of the genocide in Darfur.
One speaker, Xu Wenli, recounted how
he was thrown in prison for being a politi
cal dissident and referenced the
Tiananmen Square massacre.
“Roger Williams Park, in which we light
up the torch, is open, is free to the public,”
Wenli said to The Providence Journal,
whereas “the military cordoned off
Tiananmen Square for miles... The streets
are literally deserted.”
Wenli said that the Chinese government
was “the most authoritarian dictatorship
regime ever on earth,” and the it had
“brainwashed” its citizens into believing

that political dissidents were criminals.
“The most important thing is there has
to be continued pressure...to push for
change from the regime,” said Wenli to
The Providence Journal.
-Conor Ferguson ’10
Providence suffers three shootings
Three unrelated shootings broke the
peace of Providence this past weekend.
All three victims involved—one of whom
had a bullet pass completely through his
neck—survived the attacks.
The first incident occurred on Friday
night around Branch Avenue and Charles
Street, near the North End, when shots
were fired as people began to pour out of
bars and nightclubs.
As reported by the police, the most drastic
instance of violence happened between 2:00
a.m. and 2:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 6.
Karlheinz Rouilier, age 24, of 25 Abbey
Lane, Scituate, was shot in the back of the
neck and rushed to Rhode Island Hospital.
Although the wound was serious, Rouilier
was said to be in stable condition on Monday.
According to The Providence Journal,
Detective Lt. Paul Campbell said that the
incident “possibly involved narcotics.”
Officers found Rouilier bleeding heavily
from his wounds.
Currently, Sixto Reyes, age 37, of 10
Moy St., Wanskuck, is being held as a sus
pect. On Monday, April 7, Reyes was
charged with the felony of assault with a
dangerous weapon in District Court.
In a separate shooting downtown, a
Pawtucket man was shot in the arm and
had to be transported to Memorial
Hospital. Police heard three gunshots a lit
tle after 1:00 a.m. on Friday, April 4. After
interviewing a few witnesses, the officers
learned that the shooter was a heavyset
man wearing a black hooded sweatshirt
and gray pants.
As brothers Qudus and Sadiq Kafo
were leaving the Roxy nightclub, the
gunfire struck Qudus. Kafo stated that
he did not realize he had been hit until
he had reached his own home in

Pawtucket. Upon realizing his injury, he
promptly went to the hospital.
-Conor Ferguson '10
Power lies with superdelegates, says
system creator
According to The Providence Journal, a
Rhode Islander who helped devise the
superdelegate system said that the
Democratic nomination process is now at a
crucial crossroad. At a seminar held at
American University, Tad Divine, the
Democratic delegate maven, explained
that the superdelegates will most likely be
the ones who ultimately decide the
Democratic nomination.
Currently, 400 of the 796 superdelegates
remain undecided. Amidst the discord, the
only point of common ground among
Democrats is that the disunity will spell
trouble for the party in November.
Rhode Island senator Jack Reed is
among the Democrats who remain unde
cided. Historically cautious, Reed has
expressed his wish to hold his endorse
ment until more primaries have occurred.
“We should try to get this resolved soon
er than August,” said Reed to The
Providence Journal. While Reed echoed
this conviction held by many, he did not
suggest how his fellow undecided
Democrats should proceed.
“I don’t have a good idea about how we
ought to go,” said Reed to The Providence
Journal. In the past, certain methods such
as endorsement deadlines or some form of
penalty for those that remain neutral have
been employed.
“This is the most exciting nominating
convention of my lifetime,” said Rep.
James R. Langevin. Langevin, who is a
supporter of the Hillary Clinton campaign,
feels that the indecision is not completely
detrimental. The contest raises voter inter
est in the candidates as well as the issues.
Despite this, it seems unlikely that either
candidate will hold a strong majority come
the Democratic convention.
The concept originally behind the cre
ation of superdelegates was that the politi

cians with “super” status would be the
ones most capable of protecting party val
ues with their “expertise in politics and
government.”
According to The
Providence Journal, at this point frontrun
ner Barack Obama wishes to mute the
strength of the superdelegates while
Clinton hopes that things remain undecid
ed until she gains better footing.
-Conor Ferguson ’10
Panel discusses medicinal marijuana’s
future in R.I.
Sponsor Thomas C. Slater recently
pushed for the acceptance of marijuana
dispensaries throughout the state of Rhode
Island. While he understands this action
might be a stretch, he hopes that the propo
sition will at least be studied and dis
cussed, The Providence Journal reported.
“We had overwhelming passage of the
marijuana bill itself, but I think when it
comes to dispensaries, there are a lot more
law-and-order people out,” Slater said to
The Providence Journal. “If I can’t get a.
commitment from the committee to pass
the bill, I think it would be a good idea to
form a commission to study it.”
While not ready to embrace Slater’s plan,
Joseph McNamara, (D-Warwick), did say
that a formal study should be arranged.
“1 think there’s general support for a
commission to look into this problem [of
dispensaries] and see specifically what
other states have done and what problems
they are having with it,” he said.
Specifically, the plan calls for the cre
ation of licensed marijuana dispensers or
“compassion centers.” These centers
would legally grow and sell marijuana for
the 359 patients who are authorized to
receive it in Rhode Island.
Twelve states have approved the use of
medicinal marijuana; they are still subject
to the federal government.
-Conor Ferguson ’10

-All stories were originally reported in
The Providence Journal

Students De-Stress While Making Jewelry
by

Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor

Next time you’re stressed out, instead of
going to the gym or listening to music, try
making your own jewelry. Touchstone
Crystal, a recently formed direct-selling
company of Swarovski,
CAMPUS .hosted a complimentary
NEWS jewelry design session in
Slavin Center room 117,
on Thursday, March 27.
Touchstone Crystal allowed 30 female
Providence College students to design and
make their own bracelets using Swarovski
crystals, beads, and stones. The company
usually hosts private parties in work places
or homes, where they allow guests to
make their own jewelry using genuine
Swarovski crystals and also to buy pre
made jewelry.
Touchstone has found that college girls
have the most free time and is targeting
them as prospective customers with an
alternative to study breaks.
Touchstone Crystal kicked off a tour
of northeastern colleges at PC. They
plan to visit Boston College next to host
a similar activity.
Shawna Hassett ’03, a representative
for Touchstone Crystal, helped girls
make their own jewelry. According to
Hassett, a study showed that 80 percent
of college students have elevated stress
levels. Touchstone Crystal focuses on
women and bringing them together in a
calm, stress-free environment.
“It’s an important thing to do, to take
time with friends,” said Hassett. “This
forces you to sit down and spend time with
your friends. This is something I would
have gone to [in college].”
Hassett also said that the jewelry parties
are becoming popular among brides who
make jewelry with friends and family
which they then wear for their weddings.
“I think it’s really fun and it’s a different
event that we haven’t had on campus
before,” said Gabrilla Mooers ’ll. “One of

MARY PELLETIER ’09/The Cowl

Touchstone Crystal gave 30 female Providence College students the chance to make
Representatives walked the girls through the jewelry making process step-by-step.
my friends told me about it—there’s a ton the clasps. The final step was to add a sig
of us here now. I’ve done some beading in nature touchstone, which hangs from the
the past but nothing like this before. I end of the bracelet. Everyone got to choose
thought it was really easy—the steps they their own touchstones which were provid
give you are really easy to follow.”
ed separately from the bracelet kits. There
“It was very relaxing and fun to do,” were seven colors to choose from, each
said Jenessa Karbowski ’ll.
representing something different. Red
Everyone was provided with a small symbolizes passion, power, strength,
work space complete with pliers, beading courage, and is the color of love. Pink
mat, and wire. The representatives gave symbolizes romance, femininity, grace,
step-by-step instructions for making compassion, beauty, and is the color of car
bracelets. Each guest was given a bracelet ing. Yellow symbolizes joy, happiness,
kit containing a pattern-design template, optimism, idealism, hope, friendship, and
Swarovski beads, clasp, and all other need is the color of connection. Green symbol
ed materials.
izes nature, fertility, life, health, well
As the girls laid out their designs being, and is the color of life. Blue sym
before actually beginning to make their bolizes peace, tranquility, harmony, loyal
bracelets, Touchstone representatives ty, and is the color of balance. Purple sym
circled and took wrist measurements for bolizes wisdom, royalty, spirituality, and is
everyone to ensure that their bracelets the color of accomplishment. Crystal sym
would fit properly.
bolizes anything that the wearer chooses it
After everyone finished their designs to mean and is the color of inspiration.
they transferred them to the bracelet. The
Each participant also received a free
kits that they received contained directions brochure showcasing all Touchstone
detailing how to string the beads and attach Crystal jewelry styles and gift bags if she

bracelets using real Swarovski crystals.
chose to give away the bracelet she made
as a gift.
The girls at the Touchstone Crystal party
enjoyed making their own jewelry and
liked the concept.
Andrea Winters ’08 said that she would
host her own Touchstone Crystal party.
“It was my first time [designing and
making my own jewelry],” said Winters.
“It’s really easy and it was fun. They take
you through it step-by-step so it’s not like
you can mess it up.”
“I’ve made jewelry in the past and this
was a little more in-depth,” said Morgan
Divona ’09. “I think the designs are very
nice. I used the pattern.”
In exchange for the complimentary jew
elry all the girls present at the activity were
asked to join a Facebook group for
Touchstone Crystal and become fans.
Pictures taken of the girls will also be used
in their advertising on Facebook.
Anyone interested in hosting a
Touchstone Crystal party can go online at
info@touchstonecrystal.com.
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Holocaust Survivor Speaks to Students
by

Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor

Providence College students were given
the opportunity to hear an eyewitness
account of the Holocaust from Marion
Blumenthal-Lazan, co-author of Four
Perfect Pebbles, presented
LECTURE by Board of Programers
(BOP). Blumenthal-Lazan
was a prisoner in a concen
tration camp in Germany for over six years
as a young child and related her experi
ences to approximately 50 students in
Moore Hall II on Monday, April 7.
“I am here to share my story with you,
mine is a story that Anne Frank might have
told if she was alive,” said BlumenthalLazan. “It is a story of perseverance, deter
mination, faith, and hope.”
According to Blumenthal-Lazan, she
lived a very comfortable life in
Germany before the Nazis came to
power. Her father was a cobbler and
owned a successful shoe repair shop.
However, her life changed in 1935 after
the Nuremberg Laws were passed.
Blumenthal-Lazan remembers the
evening curfew, the prohibition of Jewish
schoolchildren from public schools, man
dated shopping hours, and the large, yel
low Star of David which she was forced to
wear. In addition, a large “J” was stamped
on all identification papers and passports.
Although only three years old at that time,
she recalls her parents deciding that it was
time to leave Germany and attempt to
escape to America.
Her grandparents, “old and stubborn,”
refused to leave Germany. However, they
died in 1938 within 11 days of each other.
Kristallnacht, the “Night of Broken
Glass,” in November 1938 marked the
beginning of what Blumenthal-Lazan
described as a “mass of mental and physi
cal assault on the German-Jewish popula
tion.” Following Kristallnacht, the Jewish
population was forced to pay for the dam
age incurred, and Blumenthal-Lazan’s
father was arrested and put in a concentra
tion camp for 10 days for alleged participa
tion in the crimes. Blumenthal was a deco
rated veteran of World War I. He fought for
Germany. He was released from the con
centration camp because his papers were
in order to leave for the United States.
The Blumenthals left for Holland where
they were forced to delay leaving for the
United States on a charter ship that they
had booked passage on due to quota laws.
Unfortunately, the family of four would
never sail to the United States. In 1939,
Germany invaded Holland and the
Blumenthals were forced to move to a
detention camp. In 1940, German officials
ordered all their belongings burned. They
were allowed to save one backpack full of
whatever they wanted to keep. They lived
in the detention camp for a few years and,
it grew steadily more crowded. Every
Tuesday morning, many Jewish detainees
were loaded onto trains headed for concen
tration camps. In January 1944, the
Blumenthals were loaded onto a train.

It was a bitter cold, pitch-black
night when we arrived at the
concentration camp.
Marion Blumenthal-Lazan

“We children were actually excited for a
change of scenery,” said BlumenthalLazan. “We were so naive.”
The train brought her and her family to
Bergen-Belsen, a concentration camp in
Germany. Blumenthal-Lazan vividly
remembers the night they arrived.
“It was a bitter cold, pitch black, night
when we arrived at the concentration
camp,” said Blumenthal-Lazan.
They were greeted by search lights,
screaming German S.S. officers, and men
acing German shepherds.
“To this day I still have a certain fear
whenever I see German shepherds,” said
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Blumenthal-Lazan.
She and her family were placed into “the
star camp.” They had to continue to wear
their yellow Stars of David, identifying
them as Jewish. The four were then sepa
rated. Albert Blumenthal, her older broth
er, stayed with her father in an area desig
nated for men. She stayed with her mother
in a female-designated section of the
camp. Occasionally, the family was able to
catch glimpses of each other.
Blumenthal-Lazan and her mother
were given one bed and one “thin blan
ket” to share.
“Six hundred of our people were crammed
into the.. .wooden barracks originally meant
for 100,” said Blumenthal-Lazan.
She recalls seeing a wagon of firewood
in the first days she was at the camp. There
was a stove in the barracks, but it was
never used.
“I soon realized that what was in the
wagon was dead naked bodies piled on top
of each other,” said Blumenthal-Lazan.
She remembers the camp as disease rid
den and extremely unsanitary. The toilets
were long wooden planks with holes cut in
them. There was no privacy. Very little
water was made available to prisoners.
There was no soap, and no toilet paper.
“I went one year and a half without brush
ing my teeth,” said Blumenthal-Lazan.
Every morning all the prisoners were
forced to line up and were counted until
each prisoner had been accounted for.
They did this no matter the weather,
sometimes all day long and into the
night. From lack of protection, the pris
oners often developed frostbite.
According to Blumenthal-Lazan, they
would warm the skin frozen by frostbite
by urinating on themselves.
A particularly terrifying experience
for Blumenthal-Lazan and her mother
was showering. They would be rounded
up once a month along with all the other
women at the camp and taken to a show
er. They had heard rumors of gas cham
bers which looked identical to showers
in other camps.
“We were never sure if we were going to
be gassed or not,” said Blumenthal-Lazan.
She also suffered from head lice and
body lice.
“My primary pastime was squashing
them [the lice] between my fingers,” said
Blumenthal-Lazan.
She also remembers seeing mangled
dead bodies of prisoners who attempted to
escape the camp. Their bodies were left
dead and hanging from the 12-foot high
electric fence.
“We as children saw things that no
one should have to see,” said
Blumenthal-Lazan.
However, Blumenthal-Lazan and her
mother did all they could to keep their
hope alive.
“Our own birthday presents to each
other was a piece of bread saved from the
week before,” said Blumenthal-Lazan.
One imaginary game proved very

important to keeping her BlumenthalLazan’s hope alive. She made up a game
which she called “four pebbles.” The
object of the game was to find four pebbles
of the same size. Each pebble stood for a
member of her family: her mother, her
father, her brother Albert, and herself.
“If I found four pebbles of the same size
then we would all make it out alive,” said
Blumenthal-Lazan. “I always found my
four pebbles. I made it my business to find
those pebbles.”
She also remembers certain mothers as
having the most strength during their time
in Bergen-Belsen.
“My mother was one of those women,”
said Blumenthal-Lazan.
Her mother worked in the kitchen at
the camp and would steal food to make
extra soup for herself and BlumenthalLazan in their bunk-bed in the barracks.
One night, just as their secretly made
soup was finished,- the S.S. officers
came to inspect the prisoners and the
barracks. Her mother, frantically trying
to get rid of the soup, so as not to get
caught, accidentally spilled the boiling
soup on Blumenthal-Lazan’s leg.
“I knew that if I had cried out it would have
cost us our lives,” said Blumenthal-Lazan.
In April 1945 Blumenthal-Lazan and
her family were loaded onto the last of
three trains headed for extermination
camps and gas chambers, carrying 2,500
prisoners. At that time the Allied forces
were closing in on Germany. BlumenthalLazan still does not know where they were
being taken to in Eastern Europe, however
she said that wherever the train was head
ed it could not have been more than 10
hours away. The Nazis were trying to
avoid Allied troops and Allied fire, so
Blumenthal-Lazan and her family were on
the train for two weeks.
The prisoners were not supplied with
food, medical supplies, water, or any sani
tary facilities. The bum on her leg was
badly infected with lice.
“The need for water at that time was
even more important than food, said
B lumenthal-Lazan.

It was truly remarkable how
any of us were able to survive

under these horrible conditions.
Marion Blumenthal-Lazan

Her mother collected water leaking
from the train and from various other
places when the train stopped to prevent
them from contracting typhus. When the
train stopped the dead were taken off and

buried. Due to the frequent stops the train
was often targeted by Allied planes.
One day the train stopped and S.S. offi
cers demanded that the prisoners give
them their clothing so they could disguise
themselves from Allied forces. The
Russian army had reached the train and the
prisoners were liberated.
“It is truly remarkable how any of us
were able to survive under these horrible
conditions,” said Blumenthal-Lazan.
Blumenthal-Lazan recuperated in a
Russian village after her liberation from
the camps. At 10 years old she weighed
only 35 pounds. Her leg slowly healed and
she regained her strength. Sadly, six weeks
after their liberation from the camp, her
father died from typhus. She then spent a
year in Palestine, modem day Israel, where
she readjusted herself to normal life.
“I was a total misfit,” said
Blumenthal-Lazan. “It was like learning
to live all over again.”
She and her brother lived with a foster
family there. They were well cared for
and learned to speak Hebrew and began
their education.
In 1947, Blumenthal-Lazan, her brother
Albert, and her mother sailed to the United
States from Holland using the tickets that
they had not been able to use 10 years ear
lier. She and her family arrived in
Hoboken, N.J. They then moved to
Illinois, where Blumenthal-Lazan learned
to speak English and graduated eighth in a
high school class of over 200 students.
Blumenthal-Lazan married her husband
Nathanial Lazan in 1953. Her mother is
still alive and turned 100 years old on Feb.
7, 2008. Albert, her brother, does not talk
about his experiences during the
Holocaust. He does not follow any organ
ized religion and decided not to “bring any
children into this world.”
She has revisited Germany three
times since her liberation from BergenBelsen. To close her lecture she played a
song from a musical written about her
experience in Bergen-Belsen entitled
“Four Perfect Pebbles.”
Blumenthal-Lazan made a final plea to
all the students in attendance to be aware
of what is going on around them and not to
be silent when they see injustice.
“Please, please, stay involved,” she
said. “As difficult as it is, the horror of
the Holocaust must be studied and
taught to keep it from happening again.”
Students were very touched by
Blumenthal-Lazan’s lecture.
“I thought it was really informative,
moving, and it really puts things in per
spective,” said Kaitlyn Twiname ’09.
“I think that it was most moving when
she gave specific details because even
though she couldn’t really make us
understand what she went through she
tried to paint a picture for us,” said
Sarah Ross ’09.
Anyone interested in learning more
about Marion Blumenthal-Lazan can go
to www.fourperfectpebbles.com.
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Campus Ministry Encourages All to Respect Life
by

Sara Beth Labanara ’ll
News Staff

Respect Life Week, hosted by Campus
Ministry, began Monday, March 31, 2008,
and continued through Saturday, April 5.
“Respect Life Week is important in that
it raises awareness on cam
CAMPUS pus about various issues
NEWS and challenges facing life
today. We hope to under
score the importance of realizing how
great a gift and opportunity life is, as well
as respecting and making the most of both
our own lives and the lives of others,” said
Lia Santilli ’ll, spiritual events chair.
The week’s events included Celebrate
Life Night on Monday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Campus Ministry Center. Celebrate Life
Night was a birthday party-themed retreat.
“Father Blau talked about loving life,
and everyone made birthday cards to
celebrate each other’s lives,” said
Santilli. “He also gave a great lecture
about how to live in a way to get the
most out of life, based on Dietrich von
Hildebrand’s book, The Art of Living,
which he highly recommends. We also
had a great time playing games, making
cards, and eating cupcakes.”
Tuesday, April 1, in Moore Hall III at
7:00 p.m., there was a showing of In the
Womb, a documentary which created a
multi-dimensional look into the develop
ment of the fetus, produced by the
Discovery Channel.
The events of Wednesday, April 2, con
sisted of a lecture given by Susan Gay,
Esq. Gay is a PC alumna and former pres
ident of Massachusetts Citizens for Life
who addressed students about her experi
ences with the pro-life movement in
Moore Hall III at 8:00 p.m. Gay discussed
the issue of abortion during earlier decades
and how it has evolved in the eyes of soci
ety throughout the years. She noted that
respecting life deals more with just the
issue of abortion, and that it is about
understanding life in all of its phases.
“It’s great to see young people ready to
take on the world at large on this precious
issue of life and life in all of its phases. It’s
not just the issue of abortion; it ranges
from the issue of conception to natural
death. It ranges from birth and how con
ception occurs all the way to the issue of
euthanasia and assisted suicide and every
thing in between,” said Gay.
Gay said she was glad to see interest in the
pro-life movement at such a religious- and
moral-minded institution as Providence
College. She supports “the Dominicans’ tra
dition of excellence and scholarship learn
ing.” Gay began by describing the impor
tance of social movements in the United
States, beginning’ with the Civil Rights
Movement, which she characterized as deal
ing with the “horrific marginalization of the
black man.” Gay distinguished between the
black supremists and the nonviolent protes
tors such as Martin Luther King, Jr. to illus
trate the idea that even those fighting for the
same cause may choose to fight in different
ways. Other key issues Gay mentioned on
which the American people tend to be strong
ly split are immigration issues and euthanasia.

“Debates appeal to reason when it
comes to these kinds of issues,” Gay
said. “However, the moderator makes
it dispassionate.”
Gay continued to describe the social
injustices she had seen, including exploita
tion of the illiterate in voting through
faulty assistance by poll booth workers.
However, of all the issues facing pol
itics the issue of abortion stood out to
Gay and intrigued her.
“It lived in me,” she said.
Gay said that the issue of abortion had
been discussed for decades before it was
legalized. In order to increase awareness of
the issue, Gay said she started off by working
to help people who were mistreated.
“Be an activist, be active, participate in the
community,” she encouraged her listeners.
Among possible pro-life activities
Gay suggested a March for Life, a prolife education committee, and a pro-life
legislative committee.
“You need to be active because peer
pressure is dominant on college campus
es,” Gay said. “You must lead the flock in
a positive direction.”
According to Gay, it is important to
retain one’s dignity, “the worth of the
human being.”
“If you can be an impetus to raise the
level of awareness, I encourage you to do
it,” she said.
Gay said that one should “be daring”
and speak to others about pro-life and
other issues one supports. She argued that
one can also show support by practicing
moments of silence, an act that is accept
able in all religions. She also indicated
that people should “beware of excesses
and defects.” She encouraged her listeners
to choose good classes so that they can get
the most out of their college experience,
and also to remind people of human dignity in
times of strife. Finally, she said that people
should sober themselves by staying away
from alcohol, drugs, and sexual excess.
Decreased promiscuity would decrease
STDs, unplanned pregnancies, and subse
quent abortions, she argued. But on another
level, Gay said that one should stay sober by
remaining healthy and alert in order to be
available to help oneself and others.
Gay said that she detests the depiction of
the pro-life issue as “the right to choose.”
According to Gay, people are free to
choose their thoughts, but actions are not
really freely chosen because they are gov
erned by law. Gay left her audience with
the concluding message that they should
speak up for the issues they believe in, just
as she is supporting her own personal prolife point of view.
“I came to the talk because I’m interest
ed in the life issue and how it affects peo
ple,” said Tommy Cheely ’ll. “I was also
interested in seeing who showed up.”
Katie Krouse ’10 said that she came
to the talk with the PC for Life group
on campus.
“I’m very pro-life and I found that
this is the nicest group of people on
campus, especially for this cause,”
Krouse said. “They are very inclusive
and accepting.”
The week continued on Thursday with a
spiritual “triathlon” for life.
The

McPhail’s
Line-up!
THURSDAY 4/3:40 NICIITS 'TIL GRADUATION! SECOND NATURE! 9PM.
Come celebrate your lastdays here before graduation and summer!! Second nature will
take the stage at9:00pm. Full bar with proper ID @ 8:00pm.

FRIDAY 4/11: SENIOR NICUT!! 9PM.
Seniors!!! Don’t miss your lastSENIOR NIGHT of the year!! Come
down after the BOP concert!! DJ will be playing all nightlong!

SATURDAY 4/11: FORTUNE!!! 9PM.
They are back!!! This is their last performance of the school year!! Getdown here early to
hear all your favorite songs!! Full bar with proper ID @ 8:00pm.

Add McPhailsO2 to your buddy list to stay
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triathalon consisted of three parts: part
one was a prayer and reflection session,
part two was mass in St. Dominic’s
Chapel, and part three was a rosary for
life. The event began at 8:15 p.m. in the
Campus Ministry Center.
All week in Raymond Cafeteria,
Campus Ministry had a “precious feet”
sale and “baby shower” where all dona
tions received were given to the Mother of
Life Center of Providence.
All of the week’s events led up to
Friday’s Relay for Life in which PC for
Life and the greater PC community sup
ported each other in the fight against can
cer and the recognition of victims, sur
vivors, and current fighters, in Peterson
Gymnasium from 6:00 p.m. Friday, April
4, to 10:00 a.m. Saturday, April 5.
Hundreds of Providence College students
attended the fundraising event for cancer
research and awareness.
“It was such a positive experience and I
can’t wait to do it again next year. It was

I hate to see what cancer does

to people and I want to help

find a cure.
Kayla Bosco ’10

very touching, especially the Luminaria
part where all the lights were shut off and
you would light your glowstick for a friend
or family member or someone in your life
who was affected by cancer. Music was
playing and everyone was walking around
in a circle. It showed how everyone is
affected,” said Meghan Keating ’ll.
Over the past four years PC has raised
over $250,000 for the American Cancer
Society through hosting Relay for Life and
ranks as the second-highest grossing col
lege in the country.
“I hate to see what cancer does to people
and I want to help find a cure,” said Kayla
Bosco ’10.
“I think it’s a good cause and it’s a lot of
fun,” said Amy Iglesias TO.
Before the walk-a-thon began, Relay
for Life committee members led a brief
opening ceremony. Katie Jenson ’10, a
Relay for Life committee member, read
a short inspirational poem entitled
“Don’t Quit.” Rev. Brian J. Shanley,
O.P., next led everyone in attendance in
a prayer for all those who are battling
cancer, those who have lost their battle
with cancer, and those that have been
affected by cancer. Shanley was pleased
with the turnout of students.
“I am very proud of all of you,” said
Shanley, before the prayer.
Cancer survivors started off the 14hour walk-a-thon and walked the first
half-lap with those who cared for them
during their battles. Survivors wore pur
ple tee-shirts and carried a banner for
the
American
Cancer
Society.

Caregivers carried red roses. For the
second half-lap the all those in atten
dance joined the survivors. Each team
that signed up for Relay for Life was
required to have at least one person
walking around the track at all times
until the conclusion of the relay.
Posters with cancer statistics,
encouragement,
information,
and
screening advice lined the walls of the
track as students walked. One large
banner read, “There’s no finish
line...until there’s a cure.”
Music played continuously and vari
ous live entertainment acts kept up the
enthusiastic atmosphere. The Irish step
dancers of the Gaelic Society performed
two numbers early on Friday evening.
An all-female a cappella group per
formed three songs as students kept
their vigil walking around the track,
bouncing beach balls to stay energized.
The Relay for Life committee provided
free pizza, water, and fruit for all relay par
ticipants. A bake sale, selling all home
made baked goods, was also available. All
proceeds went to the American Cancer
Society. Raffle tickets were sold.
Around 9:00 p.m. the relay temporarily
stopped for the Luminaria ceremony.
Luminarias, small white paper bags, were
sold until 8:30 p.m. Students purchased
them, decorated, and dedicated them to
those who are battling cancer, who lost
their battles with cancer, or those who sur
vived it. The Luminarias were then placed
around the track with glow sticks inside of
them. All participants then stood next to
their Luminarias and lit them when
instructed to do so. After all the luminarias
were lit a Relay for Life committee mem
ber sang a song dedicated to all those who
have been touched by cancer.
Various other entertainers performed
for the remainder of the relay including
PC Dance Company, a cappella groups,
and Rejects on the Rise. Soul Explosion
was a large crowd pleaser. The band per
formed a number of old favorites from
1:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. They were even
called to do an encore, during which
they performed “Shout.”
In the early morning hours zoomba
instructor Krissy Phillipino ’ 10 led a work
out class invigorating, everyone.
Niki Kramer ’ 10 said that zoomba was
her favorite Relay event.
“It gets you up and moving instead of
just walking around,” said Kramer.
At 5:00 a.m. each team then participat
ed in an aerobic freeze dance competition
while walking around the track. Everyone
had to dance while circling the track and
drop to the floor when the music stopped.
Finally at 7:30 a.m. the closing ceremo
ny began. A short video of the night was
created courtesy of PCTV and was shown
to all participants. Free breakfast including
bagels, doughnuts, and coffee from
Dunkin’ Donuts, was offered to everyone
still awake. After breakfast all the relay
participants took a last lap around the track
with former cancer patients in the lead.
PC for Life meets every Wednesday
night at 8:00 p.m. in the chapel basement,
and is always looking for new members.
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Immigration: Events Educate and Spark Discussion
continued from front page
Nina Pande, executive director of the
Federal Hill House Association, Luis
Peralta, INS accredited caseworker of
the Dioceses of Providence, and Emily
Burke ’04, spoke about the plight of
immigrants in Rhode Island as well as
New England at large.
Burke recounted a program she
helped with in New Haven, Conn., that
issued state identification cards to any
person, including undocumented immi
grants. People could use the cards as
debit cards at stores and restaurants, and
to pay parking meters downtown.
“With these IDs, undocumented
immigrants no longer have to store all of
their cash at home, or carry it around
with them,” said Burke. “They can use
this card to open up a bank account to
keep their money safer.”
Kim Lehan ’ll admired this bottomup approach.
“I like that sort of program,” she said.
“Immigrants must feel so vulnerable if
they have no place to properly keep their
money. If they can keep it in the bank, not
only do they have the chance to earn inter
est, but they’re not susceptible to theft.”
Many students that participated in the
open suggestion forum expressed simi
lar sentiments.
Another activity of the night was the
“Diversity Chain.” Different colored strips
of paper represented different areas of the
world. As students walked into the event,
they were instructed to take the piece of
paper that represented the region their
most recent foreign ancestors were from.
“We’re going to display the finished
chain at the Diversity Carnival,” said
Georgeo. “We want to show people that
even though we may [be] from many dif
ferent places around the world, we are still
linked as people.”
Tuesday’s movie, Detained, showed last
year’s New Bedford, Mass., on a group of
undocumented immigrants working at a
company that manufactured backpacks for
the Army.
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In conjunction with Immigration Week PC Democrats and College Republicans hosted a debate, Wednesday, April 7.
Students watching the debate were encouraged to voice their opinions on issues raised.

Several people’s plights were followed
as case studies; one little girl grew ill
because she was still nursing and her
undocumented mother was not allowed to
feed her. Another woman was deported
from Massachusetts and flown to Texas in
chains. She was then deported to
Guatemala, where she was left without any
family or contacts.
“The movie was hard to watch,” said
Rachel Davison ’ll. “As a global studies
major, to see that acts of dehumanization
go on in the United States, as well as far
off places in the world, is terrible.”
Wednesday, April 2, at 7:30 p.m.,
College Republicans, PC Democrats,
and Richard Battistoni’s, Ph.D., public
and community service professor, dem
ocratic theory course, hosted an immi
gration debate. The night was set up at a
debate, with four members from the PC
Dem’s and four College Republicans
battling over current hot topics.
Joseph Cammarano, Ph.D., assistant
professor, political science department,
mediated the debate. Members of each

team were given the opportunity to share
their views about certain topics. Audience
members were also allowed to stand and
ask their own questions.
The Republicans won a coin toss and
were the ones to start out the evening.
Starting by sharing their political views,
they stated that they felt “empowered as
citizens, so the government does not need
to decide people’s lives for them.”
PC Dems opposed this view, saying in
their opening statement that they “have
a faith in the government that has the
power and capacity to make people’s
lives better.”
Topics from the war in Iraq, Iran, and
the government’s current domestic policy
made tensions escalate between the two
groups; they angrily denied each other’s
statistics and called out views as irrational.
“These groups can get heated!” said
Giselle Youssef ’ll. “But I guess that’s
bound to happen when any opposing polit
ical sides discuss such controversial top
ics.”
The issue of immigration came about

as a discussion of the DREAM Act,
which is legislation proposed to
Congress that would allow undocument
ed high school students to gain legality
should they want to attend college or
serve in the armed forces.
As with the national Republican party,
the PC chapter of College Republicans
expressed disdain for this idea, while the
PC Democrats showed support for the pro
posed act.
The week ended on a fun note, with a
“Linked Across Borders” Diversity
Carnival in ’64 Hall at 5:30 p.m. on April
3. Co-sponsored by Balfour Center for
Multicultural Affairs and the Center for
International Studies, the diversity chain
that had been put together earlier in the
week was proudly displayed, and students
had the opportunity to sample foreign
dishes.
• “After a week of hearing such depress
ing stories,” said Lehan “this was an
upbeat way to end!”
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Students Give Back on Alternative Spring Breaks
by

Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor

Two groups of Providence College stu
dents chose to spend their spring breaks
differently this year by participating in
alternative spring break trips. One group
of 11
students and
STUDENT Edmund T. Eddings, of
TRIPS Americorp Vista, went to
Arizona, where they
stayed on an Apache Native American
reservation for a week. A second group
of 24 students went to Tijuana, Mexico.
Elena Piperno ’10 organized the trip to
Arizona with assistance from the
Feinstein Institute. Clair Seguin ’08
organized the student trip to Mexico.
Pipemo, who has traveled before to a
Native American Reservation in North
Dakota, inherited her position of student
leader for the alternative spring break trip
to Arizona. She began gathering support
for the trip and spreading awareness about
alternative spring break trips at the begin
ning of the semester. She organized two
information sessions, distributed flyers,
hung posters, and set up a table at the
involvement fair.
The students arrived in Arizona on
Saturday, February 23, 2008. Once on the
Apache reservation, the students met their
host, Doug Miles. Miles is an artist and
lives in downtown San Carlos on the reser
vation. He welcomed the students and
introduced them to the host families with
whom the students would be staying.
“With my prior experience I didn’t
stay with host families,” said Piperno.
“The families and the culture there made
the trip.”
“My experience on the reservation total
ly exceeded my expectations,” said Julie
Smith ’10. “I met the most wonderful peo
ple who taught us everything there was to
know about Apache culture. They opened
up their homes to the 12 of us without a
second thought and were willing to share
their lives and experiences with us just as
we shared a little part of our culture with
them. Living on the reservation for a week
was an eye-opening experience and one
that I will never forget.”
The families living on the reservation
live modern lifestyles: the family Piperno
stayed with was not as traditional as
other families on the reservation. They
choose to send their children to school
outside of the Apache reservation. All the
families live in regular homes, have com
puters, and watch television.
“They’re really just very similar to us,”
said Piperno. “They’re more contemporary
than people think.”
However, according Jo Piperno, poverty
on the reservation is widespread. Trash is
also a problem on the reservation. There is
no sanitation service to pick up the
garbage, so it accumulates. Stray dogs and
junked cars are also common sights.
“We did a clean-up one day,” said
Piperno. “It took most of the day.”
“Yes, there’s poverty, but their spirit
is so high,” said Piperno. “They were
willing to share their culture and explain
their culture.”
While on the reservation, students par
ticipated in community service projects.
They volunteered at an elementary school,
visited a high school, helped out at a day
care center, and helped deliver hot meals to
an older adult center with a Meals on
Wheels program.
“It was really a great experience,” said
Piperno. One of my favorite things we did
was we painted a mural with the Boys and
Girls Club. Doug [their guide] designed
the mural and we painted it.”
“1 really enjoyed working at the
Elementary School on the reservation,”
said Smith. “I worked with the second
grade class and they were the greatest kids.
They struggle in school and to be able to
volunteer with them and just help them for
a day was a rewarding experience. I also
enjoyed playing with them at recess! They
had so much energy!”
PC students also shared their high school
and college experiences with teenagers living
on the reservation -who were curious about
high school and college.
“They wanted to learn about us too,” said
Piperno. “We talked about our high school
experiences. It was like a cultural exchange.”

COURTESY OF JULIE SMITH’10

Above: Students on the PC AZ trip stand on top of a mountain. The students were given a personal tour with an expert
Apache historian. They learned about important battles involving Apache Native Americans, including Geronimo.

COURTESY OF JULIE SMITH ’10

Above: Students pose for a picture with their Apache volunteer coordinator, Doug Miles. Miles lives on the reservation.

The students’ host families were also
very willing to show them other parts of
the reservation, historical sites, and other
sites. According to Piperno, the students
were taken on an educational hike, night
fishing, and given a tour of peridot mines.
“My favorite activity was the late night
fishing trip in which all 12 of us packed
into the back of one host-dad’s pick-up
truck and went fishing in the San Carlos
Lake,” said Marielle Guiney ’10. “The
late night fishing trip was cool because that
night we really got to bond with the
teenagers in our host families.”
Piperno’s host mother also gave them
a fashion show of intricately made bead
ed dresses.
An Apache historian gave the group a
personal guided hike of the mountainous
area on the reservation. He explained the
battles which took place on battlefields
they visited and related stories about great
Apache figures.
“I didn’t realize the whole story,” said
Piperno. “Going on a hike and being on a
battlefield, being where Geronimo was. . .
it made history come alive.”
The family Piperno stayed with consid
ered themselves to be Christian and do not
partake in traditional Native American rit
uals. However, the day the group left the
reservation was the beginning of a ritual
known as the Sunrise Dance. It is per
formed when a young girl comes of age.
Before they left, the students were given
a party. The entire community attended
and had a cookout.

“It’s an amazing experience,” said
Piperno. “It just turns out, different that
you think it’s going to get. You come
together as a group out there and you real
ly get to know each other. You get to learn
things about yourself and you take the time
out to compliment another culture and
learn about them. It’s somewhat of a for
gotten culture within our own borders. You
get to meet really really great people.”
Seguin, organized and managed a
group of 24 students to go to Tijuana,
Mexico, a city close to the border of
Mexico and the United States. In
Tijuana, the students helped with con
struction projects for under-developed
families
through
Esperanza
International. Everyone stayed in a
“dorm room-esque” house operated by
Esperanza International.
“The organization that we went through
[Esperanza International] is an organiza
tion that works with people in Tijuana,”
said Seguin.
Esperanza International raises money to
build houses for impoverished families
and relies on volunteers to actually build
the homes. In Tijuana, poverty is wide
spread and severe to the point that many
people do not have running water.
The PC group constructed the walls and
ceiling of one home and the support need
ed for the ceiling of another.
Aside from volunteering on construc
tion sites, the group also visited an
orphanage, a coastal city with many flea
markets, the United States-Mexican bor

der at night, and Casa Del gantes.
Seguin’s favorite side-trip was to the
Mexican-American border at night.
“We went to the border at night and had
a discussion about why people cross and
why people stay,” said Seguin. “It was a
very solemn atmosphere but it was an
amazing experience.”
At Casa Del gantes students also met
many deported immigrants from the
United States. They talked with the
immigrants and listened to their stories
and their opinions, gaining a new per
spective on immigration.
“That was actually a really amazing
because we got to hear about their travels
and hear their opinions,” said Seguin.
The group’s volunteer coordinator,
Eduardo, was one of Seguin’s favorite peo
ple she met on the trip.
“He didn’t hold back on anything,”
said Seguin. “He works with families
who have nothing and [he] continues to
have hope that their country and [their]
city will get better. So many people in
Tijuana do love their country and
they’re not there just to try to get to the
other side [the United States].”
Seguin is hopeful that another inter
national trip will be available to students
next year.
“I encourage them [students] to use the
opportunity that they’re not going to get
anywhere else in Rhode Island,” said
Seguin. “You get to meet great people.”
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Tuition: Students Face a Six Percent Jump
continued from front page
school is the faculty. The College will hire
15-20 new faculty members over the next
three years “from the top 50 graduate
schools in the country to provide more
interdisciplinary instruction in smaller-size
classrooms as we revise our Core
Curriculum for the first time in more than
30 years.”
The expansion of the faculty is an entic
ing idea to many students.
“[It’s] one of the reasons I came to PC,”
said Lillian Glueck ’ll. “I like the idea of a
strong core. It’s a good thing to have the best
professors teaching the core classes. Of the
knowledge we do get taught, we should be
given a solid, broad base of knowledge.”
The impact that the tuition increase will
have varies among students.
Jackie Tirocchi ’10 is a commuter
whose choice to live on campus might be
impacted by the increase. Her parents are
paying a certain amount of her tuition, so
she will have to make up the difference.
Austin Rotondo ’ 11 said that he doesn’t
think the tuition increase will affect him.
“What happened was my parentfs] had

taken an increase in tuition into account
[when budgeting and saving]” he said.
For the Office of Financial Aid the
tuition increase will have major effects.
The Office of Financial Aid learned of the
proposal months ago, for planning pur
pose. The figure became more definite
when the Board approved the proposal ear
lier this year.
Sandra Oliveira, executive director of
Financial Aid, said that the increase affects
the way the office will manage the
resources.
“Just like anything else, as cost increase
so does need,” Oliveira said.
The aim of the Office of Financial Aid
will be to allocate resources to the families
that need it, and to stretch the resources.
“It is very important that students must
follow deadlines,” she said. “The earlier
the students file the paperwork the more
funds will be available. If students turn in
paperwork late then there might not be any
funding left.”
The Financial Aid office deals with two
different kinds of funding, like most col
leges. There is a merit program and a
need-based program. The merit-based
funding is determined for the first year of a

student’s academic career and will stay
consistent throughout the four years, as
long as he or she maintains the required
GPA. The need-based funding typically
stays consistent as well, as long as the fac
tors such as number of children going to
school, family income, stay the same.
“Tuition played a pretty substantial role
in where I chose to go to school,” said
Glueck. “Where you get into isn’t as
important as where you can afford.”
The Admissions Office was unaware that
the tuition was going up earlier this week.
Prospective students do not seem to be
concerned about tuition and room and
board increases.
“Nothing has come up with me,” said Brynn
Crawford ’09, admissions ambassador.
She added that she is only speaking
from personal experience.
The counselors in the Office of
Admissions typically handle more of
those questions. The Office of Financial
Aid expects to hear from parents in June
or July, after they have received person
al financial statements, and bills for the
upcoming year.
“I don’t think $3,000 will make much

of a difference when choosing between
schools, in terms of the whole bill
because so many colleges cost $40,000,
$50,000 thousand dollars,” said
Svetlanta Goretaya ’ll.
Not all agree with this sentiment.
According to Kate Leugers ’ll, cost was
a deciding factor. When narrowing down
her schools many cost roughly the same
amount. If the cost of PC had been differ
ent Leugers said that she probably would
n’t have enrolled.
For her, the affects center around the
future effects.
“I mean obviously it greatly impacts
decisions I make in the future, even the
option of grad school. It will probably put
a greater weight on the job I pick,” said
Leugers. “I will have to take out more
loans; I’ll be in greater debt. For summer
jobs, I won’t be saving for future apart
ments and such. Now I’ll be saving for
what my loans don’t cover.”
The degree to which the tuition and
room and board increases will affect
students will vary. Yet it will be some
thing to think about before hitting the
snooze button.

Access: Res Life Raises Awareness for the Disabled
continued from front page
participated in the event over the course of
the two days.
“My initial thought was ‘It’s going to
be easy’,” Erilus said. “But it was
incredibly challenging.”
Erilus indicated that he felt hopeless
when the wheel fell off his wheelchair dur
ing the second day of the challenge and he
was unable to find an immediate replace
ment method of travel. Overall, he
described the experience as “humbling.”
Chris Fraher ’ 11 said he was determined
to prove his roommates wrong, as they did
not think he could successfully survive the
two days in a wheelchair.
“Within about fifteen minutes, I realized
it was going to be a very long two days,”
he said.
Owen Bligh ’10 said he had trouble
dealing with doors and the card swipes
outside of the buildings on campus.
Heather Pakstis ’ll and Dana Lagala
’10 both said they were skeptical at first
about the Challenge but ultimately were
glad they decided to participate. Pakstis
said that she warned her professors in
advance that she may be late for classes.
Consequently, one of her professors
rescheduled a private session because he
thought it would affect her performance,
but Pakstis attended as usual because she
was determined to prove she could do or at
least try to do everything she would nor
mally have done. Lagala noted that the
fire doors in Albertus Magnus Hall in par
ticular caused problems in the difficulty of
getting through them in a wheelchair.
Bret Roussel ’09 noticed a significant
change in the social dynamic on .campus in
that people were not used to seeing people
in wheelchairs. He noted that people
seemed to embrace an “unconditional
kindness” by giving him extra attention as
a result of his apparent disability.
Roussel noted that the handicapped
entrance and path to enter Albertus
Magnus Hall was especially obstacle-rid
den" and difficult to maneuver through,
especially with the ongoing construction
that has been taking place.
Dan Moriarty ’09 said he had been
injured over the past few weeks, so many
of his professors worried about him.
“Everyone thought I was really injured,”
he said.
Margot Hanson ’ 10 said that it took her
a while to figure out how to maneuver the
wheelchair. Once she got moving, she
noted a difference in the way people treat
ed her on campus.
“Perfect strangers asked me if I needed
help,” she said.
Hanson said that the experience
helped her to realize just how much she
would need to rely on other people in
such a situation.
Tom Ongeri ’10 described the experi
ence as “eye-opening.” For example,
Ongeri said that being in Ray cafeteria
in a wheelchair was different because it

seemed like everyone was looking down
at him.
“It took me a half hour in total to get
from the Suites to Albertus Magnus with
help from a friend and from a stranger,”
he said.
“Doors aren’t made so you can fit
through easily,” he said. “I wanted every
single door to have buttons.”
“I was looking for a challenge, and I
definitely got a challenge,” Ongeri said.
Sara Fallahi ’10 said that her experi
ence greatly affected her outlook on liv
ing with disabilities.
“This program is extremely important
because it promotes awareness of the prob
lem of accessibility,” Fallahi said. “People
do not realize how difficult it is to get into
buildings around campus. There has to be
a change.”
“It has been an eye-opening experi
ence,” Fallahi said. “I have been so
dependent on my friends to help wheel me
up the hills. Plus, my arms are killing me.”
Fallahi said that some of her professors
were understanding about her situation,
but she also said that several cracked
jokes. She even recounted that she crashed
into a bush by Harkins Hall on her very
first day of wheelchair use.
Overall, several noted barriers for
wheelchair users that stood out to partici
pants. A few of the participants noted that
the doors on campus were difficult to use.
Some doors were heavy, while others were
confusing in the direction in which they
opened. Still other doors were mismarked
as “handicapped” when they were really
nonfunctional, while other automatic doors
were not labeled. Also, several students
noted that supposed “handicapped-accessi
ble” bathrooms were not completely hand
icapped-accessible, as many of the stalls
were not wide enough for entry of wheel
chairs and there were stairs leading to
some of the showers. Finally, it was indi
cated that the layout of the campus was not
especially accessible for wheelchair users,
as many of the stairways were not accom
panied by ramps. This inconvenience
forced many students to take roundabout
routes to travel short distances.
Wright said she was pleased with the
results of the Access Challenge at
Providence College.
“I’m so impressed,” Wright told the par
ticipants. “You have definitely proven
yourselves with this program.”
“Change doesn’t happen overnight,
she said.
Each participant received a certifi
cate of completion for participating in
the program.
Fallahi said that she is also involved in
the Special Olympics events at Providence
College. According to Fallahi, the mone
tary collections at the mass at St.
Dominic’s Chapel on Sunday, April 6,
2008, benefited the Providence College
Special Olympics. She indicated that this
donation was helpful because it reduced
the amount of required fundraising needed

SARA SPIRITO ’11/The Cowl

Students found the campus terrain difficult to maneuver due to the unevenness of
the ground.
for the Special Olympics program at PC.
disabilities, visual and hearing impair
Campus Ministry will be hosting a ments, and dyslexia. Stations include “Go
similar event later this month, according on an Interview” and “Read a Story.”
to Fallahi. On Wednesday, April 23, After time at the stations, Fallahi said that
2008, a Special Olympics Disability participants will be able to hear stories
Simulation will be held from 7:00 p.m. from panel speakers, all of whom are
to 8:00 p.m. in McPhail’s.
members of the Providence College com
“The Special Olympics Disability munity and have some experience with
Simulation is an interactive workshop disabilities, either their own disabilities or
designed to provide people with the oppor those of someone they are close with.
“Panel speakers include PC students
tunity to experience what it is like to
engage in daily activities with different Meaghan Dalferro ’08 and Ian Birchall
learning and physical disabilities,” Fallahi ’10, and PC education professor Dr.
said. “For example, participants will take Catherine Keating,” Fallahi said.
“The hope is that through this simula
a spelling test with a simulated hearing
impairment where the sounds will be tion, Special Olympics can promote
indistinguishable and make the words dif awareness about diversity in learning,”
Fallahi said.
ficult to hear.”
For more information, contact Sara
Fallahi said that other activities include
carrying a drink while moving in a wheel Fallahi at sfallahi@providence.edu.
chair, as well as scooping ice cream while
visually impaired. According to Fallahi,
there will be five stations that target
impairments, including sensory perception
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Renewed Violence Paralyzes Baghdad
By Jenny Arvanaghi ’10
World Staff

Middle East: Iraq

April 6, Shi’ite militants hurled rockets and mortar
shells on a Baghdad military base
well as the United States-protected
Green Zone, an area in central
Baghdad which houses the U.S.
Embassy and the Iraqi government
headquarters. United States and
Iraqi forces also battled Shi’ite mili
tants separately in Sadr City. At least
25 people, including three American
soldiers, were killed, and more than
100 were wounded in the fighting,
according to hospital officials.
This surge in violence erupted
after nearly a week of ceasefire after
Shi’ite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr
announced to his fighters to surren
der in areas such as Baghdad, Basra,
and the Shi’ite south, where the
fighting had grown very intense.
Basra, Iraq’s second largest city,
has especially suffered at the hands
of Shi’ite militias, tribal forces, and
criminal gangs trying to control its
oil reserves and strategic location.
Recently more than 1,000 Iraqi sol
diers and policemen either refused to
fight or quit during an assault in
Basra against Shi’ite militia. Iraqi
Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki
was forced to recruit 10,000 local
Shi’ites, angering the Sunnis.
After al-Sadr ordered the ceasefire,
al-Maliki acted again, suspending
n Sunday,

O

raids by government forces on mili
tias. He stated that this action of sus
pension would “give a chance to
those who have repented and want to
lay down their weapons,” according
to The Associated Press. He believed
that what was happening in Basra
was only the first step in stopping
illegal militias and criminal gangs.
as The recent violence, as well as the
desertion of the Iraqi army, casts
doubts on the effectiveness of the
American-trained Iraqi military. The
White House has stated that it would
remove troops whenever the Iraqi
government was self-sufficient, but
right now it seems anything but that.
According to a new National Intell
igence Estimate on Iraq, security is
not strong. Meanwhile, with the week
end’s casualties, the death toll of
Americans in Iraq has risen to 4,018
since March 2003.
The Green Zone, home to the U.S. Embassy and Iraqi government headquarters,
is frequently the target of mortar and rocket attacks.

We want the occupier to
leave our land . . . and we

must fill in the ground in

order to show our refusal
to everyone who tries to

destroy our holy land.

Shi’ite cleric
Moqtada al-Sadr

With the recent attack in Baghdad,
it is evident that the fighting is far
from -over. The inability of Iraqi
troops to defend themselves from
attacks from Shi’ite militias has cast
doubts on their capacity for sustain
ability without American troops there
to aid them. General David Petraeus
and Ambassador Ryan Crooker must
now take into consideration the
dependence of the Iraqi army on U.S.
troops before they brief Congress on
the possible withdrawal of American
troops from Iraq.
A though the violence has not
stopped, some of the Iraqi people

are still calling for U.S. troops to
withdraw. Radical cleric al-Sadr
called for a “million strong” antiUnited States demonstration last
week in Baghdad to celebrate the
fifth anniversary of American troops
invading the capital of Iraq, accord
ing to The New York Times. He
preached for followers to protest
American presence in Iraq, main
taining that “we want the occupier
to leave our land; we should walk in
crowds, and we must fill in the
ground in order to show our refusal
to everyone who tries to destroy our
holy land.”

The Integration of Man and Machine

ASK PC

Are we becoming too attached to our computers?

"Computers

obviously have their
advantages. However,

I think that they have
become too much

of a necessity."

Compiled By Mary Kate Nevin ’09

"What? Too
attached to our
computers? No way!
Let me ask
my computer
what he thinks
of that."

According to its designer, Bill
Gaver, the most telling characteris
tics of the device are its simplicity
and ambiguity.
Technology
“Technology is often foisted on
consumers, who are told exactly
what to do with it, whether it be an
echnological research and
development is about to become entertainment gaming system or
more human—at least that is what keyonline networking Web site,” Gaver
members of Microsoft are saying. told PCWorld.
Without the Drift Table having
Microsoft released a report
Wednesday, April 2, predicting the explicit instructions, therefore, use of
line between machines and their users the device actually seemed to engage
will be unmistakably blurred by 2020 its participants in active discussion as
as people interact with computers and they experimented and explored
other technology in more intuitive and locations together.
effortless ways.
The report was not entirely opti
The report, entitled “Being mistic. nowever. It noted tnat
Human: Human-Computer Inter unprecedented degrees of hyper
action in the Year 2020, is the prod connectivity will have profound
uct of much interdisciplinary discus impacts on human behavior and
sion, drawn from the inputs of 45 society, including a state of
academic authorities in such diverse greater technological dependency.
fields as computer science, design, This observation has been noted
psychology, and sociology. It since the development of the calcu
focused on the direction that the lator. The second prediction, how
computer industry should take so ever, could be far more severe.
that future technology is developed
“Without proper consideration
to better coincide with human and control it is possible that
behavior and values.
we—both individually and collec
“We believe that if technology is tively—may no longer be in con
to truly bring benefit to humanity, trol of ourselves or the world
then human values and the impact of around us,” the report states.
technology must be considered at
Such forecasting of a potentially
the earliest possible opportunity in Orwell-ian society certainly has
the technology design process,” said grounds, as the technological
Abigail Sellen, an editor of the world is already seeing a move
report, to Technologynewsdaily.com . away from existing interfaces like
Efforts to do just that have already the mouse and keyboard in favor of
begun. One odd example of this is more integrative finger tip-operat
the “Drift Board” currently on dis ed systems and voice activation.
play at London’s Science Museum. Innovations today have the poten
Designed to blend in with a typical tial of recording and sending per
iome environment, the board is ulti sonal data without any input com
mately a coffee table with a view mands from the user, such as the
able flat screen underneath, which is developing biomedical “smart
connected to a hard drive with clothes’’ that monitor basic vitals
stored GPS maps. The table is also like heart rate and breathing. That
weight-sensitive, so any object that we’re now considering the human
is placed on the table will cause the factor during development is a wel
map to drift to other locations. come and necessary progression.
by

Christopher Mitchell ’09
World Staff
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United States Triples
Worldwide AIDS Funding

Providence College student Eliz
stated that this “new measure contains
Erevisions that move the global abeth Giuggio ’08 agrees. “If our
IIV/A1DS program beyond the ‘emer country is in a situation to offer any
gency
’ phase of implementation under assistance, I think it is our humani
United States
PEPFAR.” There will be more fund tarian duty to do so. That the money
ing for programs in the care of women would go to AIDS prevention is
he U.S. House of Representatives and girls, and resources for HIV/AIDS key; treatment is important and
passed a bill on Wednesday, April programs that include the development essential, but prevention is really
the key to making a change.”
2, that will allocate $50 billion toof education, food, and nutrition.
help fight AIDS in Africa and other
parts of the world.
This more than triples the initial
$ 15 billion that was allocated for the
first five years of the President’s
Emergency Program for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR), President Bush’s foreign
aid initiative from 2003.
The bill was passed with a biparti
san vote decision of 308-116. The
Democratic Party gave overwhelm
ing support.
The increase of money will
include funding for tuberculosis and
malaria programs in addition to
funds for AIDS. There will be vari
ous methods to provide aid with this
Q
money over the next five years.
The program that was originally There are over 33 million people living with HIV in the world today, up from around eight million in 1990.
launched by President Bush in 2003 to
In a statement released from the
prevent AIDS allotted $15 billion to
The new bill was passed in a hope to
help fight HIV, malaria, and tuberculo prevent the spread of the human Joint United Nations Programme
sis. Congress has spent over $19 bil immunodeficiency virus (HIV), which on HIV/AIDS (UNAID), the United
lion in the past five years in such causes AIDS. The funds will also go States was praised for its bipartisan
efforts. The measures of the new bill toward methods of treating individuals bill because its prevention initia
will expand the 2003 program, but it who are already infected. In addition tives go beyond the preliminary
still remains subject to Senate approval. to their care, there will also be money efforts and move toward “a ‘sustain
The New York Times reported that to aid the orphaned children of victims ability’ strategy.”
Recent studies are showing that
“the goal of the bill is to prevent 12 to the AIDS virus.
Acting Chairman of the House HIV prevention programs are
million HIV infections by 2013.”
This allows for $41 billion invested Committee on Foreign Affairs Howard working. UNAID stated that the
in HIV/AIDS prevention, $5 billion L. Berman explained the AIDS situa rates of young women infected by
in malaria treatments, and $4 billion tion in the Committee’s press release: HIV in antenatal clinics showed a
“Twenty million innocent men, women decline from 2000 to 2001 in 11
for tuberculosis treatments.
President Bush originally pledged and children . . . have perished from of the 15 countries most plagued
to make the bill $30 billion but the HIV/AIDS ... Forty million around the by the virus.
With the continued support of the
House of Representatives increased globe are HIV positive. Each and every
day, another 6,000 people become U.S. and other countries in the pre
the bill to $50 billion.
In a press release from the House infected with HIV. We have a moral vention of AIDS, it is hoped that the
AIDS epidemic can be stifled.
Committee on Foreign Affairs, it was imperative to act, and act decisively.”
By Diana Gingles ’08
World Staff
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Confidence is Key to Alleviating Economic Decline
Typi having the downturn develop into a
cally characterized by general full-blown recession. If one is looking
pessimism about the future ana come
for a house to use as a main residence
after a period of sustained growth. for a long period, the ongoing housing
This occurs for several reasons. market collapse and mortgage crisis
Periods like the “dot-com boom” and may present a buying opportunity. On
the Roaring Twenties ultimately sent the other hand, bond prices are
the economy downward because spec inversely related to interest rates, so as
ulators began to believe that stocks the Fed is lowering interest rates, it
were overvalued and started selling in can be a good time to sell bonds and
large numbers. When other investors make a profit.
Although many sell stocks during a
began selling in panic the market was
recession, holding on to assets can
sent into a downward spiral.
Economic growth has everything to also be beneficial if one does not need
do with consumer confidence. When it the liquidity and believes the holdings
is high everyone invests, spends to have sound fundamentals. There
money, and drives the economy for has never been a 20-year period where
ward. Economic slowdowns, on the a diversified stock portfolio has lost
other hand, are driven by doubts about money. As Jeremy Siegel of the
Wharton School of Business at the
the future.
The downward spirals that occur are University of Pennsylvania stated to
sometimes triggered by conditions The Wall Street Journal'. “The safest
such as a weakened currency or infla long-term investment for the preserva
tion. These conditions create anxiety tion of purchasing power has clearly
7
among investors and a negative out been stocks.”
The current mortgage crisis was
look for the future.
“The difference between a weak driven in part by the housing appreci
economy and a recession is a loss of ation boom which encouraged banks
confidence,” said Mark Zandi, chief to ease access to credit and lend with
economist and co-founder of Moody’s the knowledge that a foreclosed home
Economy.com Inc. As he told ABC would typically have gone up in value.
News, “When consumers lose faith in The lack of government regulation also
the economy they pull back on their contributed to the crisis. Policies like
spending, inducing businesses to cut the 1977 Community Reinvestment Act
back on jobs, which further under (CRA), which urged banks to lower
mines confidence. It’s a self-reaffirm their standards and make loans to
ing negative cycle that characterizes a lower-income families, were established
recession.” In the end, economic during the Carter Administration.
downturns would not be as severe if Under this policy, the bank was given
consumer confidence could be reason a rating, and in order to earn high rat
ably sustained.
ings they needed to make risky loans
These periods, however, present to borrowers who would not quality
opportunities because the Federal for a mortgage under normal condi
Reserve typically cuts interest rates in tions. If the bank did not make these
order to spur investment and avoid loans they would not be looked on
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Local

Trouble with New RIPTA System
Due to problems with its new com
puter system, many elderly and handi
capped citizens of Rhode Island were
not able to use the Rhode Island Public
Transit Authority (RIPTA) Ride bus
program. The newly installed
$700,000 automated computer system
is intended to make the system more
efficient; however, hundreds of indi
viduals were left stranded last week.
The altered schedules caused many
people to miss work or doctors’
appointments. According to The Prov
idence Journal, RIPTA Deputy
General Manager Henry Kinch apolo
gized for the inconveniences and
admitted that it will probably take two
to three more days before the system is
rid of its kinks.
National

Polygamist Ranch Investigated
Police investigated the 1,900-acre
YFZ Ranch on Saturday, April 5, to
search for victims of physical and
sexual abuse, according to CNN.
The ranch, located in El Dorado,
Texas, is run by The Fundamentalist
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, a rogue sect of the Mormon
Church that forbids nonbelievers
from entering its temples. Agents
from the Child Protective Services
found 137 girls and 40 boys from
the ages of six months to 18 years
old at the ranch. Eighteen of the
abused girls have been taken into
state custody, with the rest sent to
the civic center to be interrogated.
International

By Michael Lepri

conomic downturns are

Week

favorably by regulators. “If they com
ply,” Loyola College economist
Thomas DiLorenzo told The Boston
Globe, “they know they will have to
suffer from more loan defaults. If they
don’t comply, they face financial
penalties . . . which can cost a large
corporation like Bank of America bil
lions of dollars.”

The difference
between a weak
economy and a
recession is a loss of
confidence.
Mark Zandi
Chief economist and co-founder
of Moody’sEconomy.com

Today, plans like Bush’s economic
stimulus package are designed to spur
consumer spending and get the econ
omy back on track. Upward move
ments in the financial markets how
ever, are usually characterized by
very little government regulation.
According to economist Milton
F'reidman, the economy runs on
automatic pilot” and will come out
of slumps on its own due to market
forces. The economy usually comes
back stronger, and since the Great
Depression economic slumps have
lasted for shorter lengths of time.

Olympics Protesting in London
Hundreds of Tibetan supporters
were in London on Sunday, April
6, protesting the Chinese govern
ment’s human rights record as the
Olympic torch made its way
through the city. According to
CNN, many individuals held signs
that said things such as: “Stop the
killing in Tibet,” “No Olympic
torch in Tibet,” and “China talk to
Dalai Lama.” Fervent protestors
attempted to grab the torch and
subdue it with a fire extinguisher,
and at least 35 people were arrest
ed for public disorder offenses.
The police also had the task of
separating the pro-Beijing demon
strators from the anti-Cnina pro
testers. Two protesters named
Ashley Darby and Martin Wyness
said, “Our protest is not directed
at the Chinese people whatsoever
but instead at the brutal Chinese
regime that rules them.”
Environment

Bio-Fueling Deforestation
Brazil now ranks fourth in the
world in carbon emissions, and
most of its emissions come from
deforestation, according to Time.
Interestingly, much of this activity
can be attributed to the growing
popularity of biofuels. The inc
rease in worldwide investment in
biofuels has risen dramatically and
is expected to top $100 billion by
2010, driven by big-time investors
like Richard Branson, George Soros,
GE, BP, Ford, Shell, Cargill, and the
Carlyle Group.
However, as the demand for biofu
els grows and prices of crops inc
rease, Brazilian agriculture exp
ands, rainforest land becomes more
valuable, and deforestation thus
becomes more and more prevalent.
Now biofuels, already disputed for
their supposed production inefficien
cy, are questioned further because of
the emissions from deforestation that
come in their wake.
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The Election 2008 Updater
Your source for the latest news from the Democratic and Republican Parties
By Brett Corrigan ’09, World Staff

Barack Obama
In a speech last week, Democratic
presidential contender Sen. Barack
Obama (Ill.) spoke about the state of
the American economy. Putting
today’s economic struggles in the
context of the tenants of the United
States Constitution, he emphasized
Alexander Hamilton’s strong belief
in the power of the market coupled
with “aids and encouragements on
the part of the government.”
Obama stressed the importance of
finding a balance between “self-inter
est and community; markets and
democracy; the concentration of
wealth and power and the necessity
of transparence and opportunity for
each and every citizen?’
He asserted that the free market
was not intended to be a free license
to use depraved means for personal
success, and argued that there must
be rules to keep economic competi
tion honest.
“I think all of us here today would
acknowledge that [if] we’ve lost that
sense of shared prosperity, it’s
because of decisions made in board
rooms, on trading floors, and in
Washington,” Obama said. He attrib
uted the brunt of the problem to the
involvement of special interests in
politics, creating “a market that
favors Wall Street over Main Street,
but ends up hurting both.”
Obama also responded to the dis
mal unemployment figures released
on Thursday, April 3, placing much
of the blame on “George Bush and
John McCain’s answer to this reces
sion,” which “has been to watch it
happen while pushing for more tax
cuts to the wealthiest Americans,
more families are facing foreclosure,

rising costs, and disappearing jobs.”
He also called for a second stimu
lus package to expand unemployment
insurance and help state and local
governments support the creation of
new jobs for the American people.
On the campaign trail, Obama recent
ly won the support of key foreign poli
cy specialist, Lee Hamilton, who was
co-chair of the 9/11 commission.
His campaign also announced that
it raised $40 million in the month of
March from over 442,000 donors
across the country.
Hillary Clinton
Sen. Hillary Clinton (N.Y.), the
other candidate for the Democratic
nomination, also recently addressed
the nation’s economic woes, empha
sizing the role of globalization in the
unpredictability of the market. “[Our
market] is shaped each day by billions
and billions of individual transactions
and interactions on every continent.
Subject to crises or even just specula
tion jn one country can move markets
in dozens of others with the blink of
an eye or a flick of a mouse,” she said
in a speech.
She went on to chastise the efforts of
the energy policy of the current admin
istration, calling it “brain dead” and
arguing that there was a lack of confi
dence in currency that translated into
even higher gas prices.
“Ultimately the true currency of
today’s American economy is confi
dence. When people lose confidence
in the economy and our president’s
ability to manage it, problems become
crises and crises lead to more crises.
So we need a president who can
restore our confidence . . . That means
acknowledging that our economic cri

sis is, at its core, a housing crisis,”
Clinton argued.
Clinton proposed a plan to reduce
the United States’ reliance on foreign
oil while addressing global warming
and promoting the research and use of
alternative energy sources.
If implemented, her plan will seek
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
by 80 percent of the 1990 levels by
2050 and cut the rate of foreign oil
imports by 2030 by two-thirds of the
projected amount. This would be a
reduction of “more than 10 million
barrels per day.”
Clinton’s plan also includes an incen
tive program subsidizing up to 50 per
cent of the cost of installing energy tech
nologies like windmills, solar panels,
and biodiesel oilseed presses on farms
across the country.
Also proposed was the creation of “a
‘Green Building Fund’ that will create
more than 100,000 new jobs,” accord
ing to campaign research.
Clinton also addressed Sen. John
McCain’s stance, arguing that McCain
“admits he doesn't understand the
economy—and unfortunately he’s
proving that day after day on the cam
paign trail. He looked at the housing
crisis, and he blamed consumers. His
plan for the economy is to extend
George Bush’s tax cuts for billionaires
and give a $100 billion additional cor
porate tax cut.”

John McCain
With the Republican presidential
nomination virtually locked, Sen. John
McCain (Ariz.) has begun to look
toward the national election. Putting
much of his focus on the economic
downturn, McCain noted that “it is
imperative to restore the economic

Scientists Find
Genetic Link to
Smoking Addiction

Soundbite of the Week
“I’m honored to have
Heidi’s support and I
want to assure her
that I never miss an
episode ol The Hills,
especially since the
new season started.”
-Republican presldendal candidaie
Sen. Jahn McCain, on gelling rae
Hills' Heidi Monlag’s youth vote
Belief.net

Oddly Enough

Definitely NOT Fast Food

By Mary Kate Nevin ’09
World Editor

A team of Purdue University students concocted a 156-step
recipe to prepare a hamburger, winning the annual national Rube
Goldberg Machine Contest on Saturday, April 5.
“We put 4,000 to 5,000 man-hours into this machine since
September, and all the hard work has been well worth it,” said
team captain Drew Wischer, a senior from Cedarburg, Wis., to

The Associated Press.

The task was to design a machine to assemble a
burger—consisting of at least one precooked meat patty, two
vegetables and two condiments, sandwiched between two bun
halves—in 20 or more steps. The machine must also be able
to complete at least two successful runs, and points were
deducted if students had to assist it once it startec.
Machines were judged on how effectively the teams could
combine creativity with inefficiency and complexity.
The contest is named for the late cartoonist Rube Goldberg,
who was known for his drawings of complicated devices per
forming simple tasks.
.
...
Other teams competing included Ferris State University in
Michigan, Michigan Technological University, Penn State
University at Brandywine, and the University of Texas at Austin.

foundations for America’s families and
small businesses.”
The senator called for “rapid and tar
geted help” for families impacted by
the subprime mortgage crisis as well as
for assistance to businesses by “lower
ing taxes, streamlining regulation,
tackling health care costs, opening
markets to American goods, ana help
ing those workers in need.”
He also emphasized the need for
extensive worker retraining, and
argued that the Democrats are pushing
“anti-growth agenda . . . Washington
must not be an obstacle to economic
growth and robust job creation.”
McCain also recently addressed
the anniversary of the death of
Martin Luther King, Jr., in the con
text of the economic problems prom
ising to “set aside tne needs of the
special interests to advance the inter
ests of the American people, espe
cially those 12 million children who
deserve every opportunity to achieve
the American Dream.”
McCain also launched two new ad
campaigns this week to gamer support
for tne national election.
One ad, entitled “Service,” reflects
the lessons John McCain has learned
through his life experiences at the
Naval Academy and throughout his
work in politics. The ad is intended to
promote “his lifetime commitment to
serve causes greater than his own self
interest,” highlighting his 50 years of
service to America.
McCain released a new Web ad,
“American Heroes,” as well. That ad
tells the story of McCain’s high
school teacher and football coach,
William B. Ravenel, who “had a pro
found impact on his life,” according
to the Web site.

World

Spotlight

team that included scientists from
the Institute of Cancer Research, the
University of Cambridge, and Johns
Hopkins University believes it is
Health
more likely that the variants interact
directly with tobacco to cause lung
cancer—possibly by increasing the
likelihood that nicotine will trigger
hree scientific research teams
announced last Wednesday, April the uncontrolled cell division that
2, that they had identified geneticcharacterizes cancer.
Each of the research groups stud
variations that raise the risk of lung
cancer and tobacco addiction in ied the DNA of thousands of cur
smokers and former smokers. rent and former smokers, all of
Researchers are calling it a major whom were of European descent.
step forward in the fight to find out Despite the large number of sample
why certain people are susceptible to subjects, all three of the teams
non-small cell lung cancer, which is found that a particular pattern of
responsible for up to 80 percent of gene variation at two points of
chromosome 15 was noticeably
all lung cancer cases.
Three separate research teams, more common among people who
writing in the journal Nature and developed lung cancer than among
Nature Genetics, each pinpointed those who were healthy. The teams
two key areas of variation on chro also stated that it remains to be seen
mosome 15. These variants are quite whether the key set of variations
common in the general population affect just one gene, or three close
but they only raise lung cancer risk ly connected genes.
Data collected by the U.S. Centers
in those who have smoked. Current
or former smokers who are carrying for Disease Control and Prevention
two copies of both variants—one (CDC) has revealed that lung cancer
inherited from each parent—have a kills more people than any other can
raised risk of 70 to 80 percent. cer—in fact, more than breast cancer,
Individuals who carry both variants colon cancer, and prostate cancer com
represent about 15 percent of smok bined. The American Cancer Society
ers. Smokers who carry only one predicts that in 2008 there will be about
copy of each variant also have a 215,020 new cases of lung cancer, with
raised risk of developing lung can 161,840 of them resulting in death.
cer, but this increase is only around According to statistics obtained bythe
28 percent.
BBC, half of all smokers will eventual
The research teams disagree on ly die from lung cancer or another
how the key variants specifically smoking-related illness.
influence lung cancer risk. A team
Dr. Lesley Walker of the Cancer
from the Icelandic company Research UK charity told the BBC,
deCODE Genetics, which was in “We know that smoking greatly
charge of the largest study, stated increases the risk of lung cancer . . .
that their findings suggest that carry [but] this research tells us there are
ing the variants makes people more some smokers who are even more
addicted to tobacco once they start vulnerable to lung cancer because
smoking. However, an international of their genetic profile.”
By Molly Vaughan ’08
World Staff
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RELAY
FOR LIFE

AT PROVIDENCE COLLEGE
APRIL 4-5, 2008

Clockwise from top-left: Soul Explosion rocks
the stage into the early morning hours;
Anaclastic provides a bit of a cappella early in
the night; the track crowds with multiple team
members; James Parker ‘09, Christiane Darby
‘09, and Elizabeth Grace ‘09 of Soul Explosion
end their set with a rousing rendition of
“Shout!”; participants take a moment to show
support at the Luminaria Ceremony; relayers
re-energize as the night grows into morning;
Dan Farrell solos as Special Guest serenades
the crowd with a llittle “Sexual Healing. ”

Photos by Matt Longobardi ’10
and Mary Pelletier ’09

The Cowl

Arts and

Entertainment

Page 14

April 10, 2008

GIRL

FAN OF FUNNY

JOHN VAGHI ‘10/The Cowl

by

Kelly Paskor ’ll
A&E Staff

A hilarious story of how a young girl sky
rockets to stardom, Funny Girl illustrates the
life of vaudeville performer Fanny Brice.
The well cast and well performed musical
comedy
chronicles
THEATER
both the public and the
REVIEW
personal life of the star
from her awkward ado
lescence to the peak of her fame as the star
member of Ziegfeld Follies. Told in flash
back, the Tony Award-winning
musical follows Fanny’s every
step to celebrity and the many
turns that her private life
takes. While it is tragic at
times, Funny Girl, for the
most part, keeps its comedic
stride as it pursues Fanny
from the streets to the stage.
As the play opens, Fanny,
portrayed by Nancy Anastadis ’08,
descends the stairs in the audience and
begins the opening scene posing for the
paparazzi. She sits at her dressing table
backstage at the New Amsterdam Theatre,
looks in the mirror and says “Hello,
Gorgeous!” In these first moments of
Funny Girl, it becomes clear that
Anastadis was perfectly cast as Fanny.
Here, she begins her turn as a hilariously
expressive actress with a voice that beck
ons to be heard by a full house. That's
1921. Then a flashback to 1910 begins,
showcasing a humorously-teenaged Fanny
backstage at Kenney’s Music Hall, moti
vated and talented but unfitting of the

"pretty girl" stereotype. She begs actor
Eddie Ryan (Kevin Black '09), undoubted
ly Funny Girl's most lovable character, to
teach her a number and get her in Kenney's
show. After landing the role and becoming
an instant success, Fanny is wooed by
Nick Amstein (Nick Hebert '09), a hand
some gambler who she eventually marries.
These characters, the two male anchors of
the show, brought a welcome dose of mas
culinity to Funny Girl—albeit through the
love-struck Eddie's puppy-like attention to
Fanny and Nick's transparently too-good-

to-be-true charm.
A member of the main cast certainly not
be overlooked is freshman Samantha
Brilhante who delivered a positively radi
ant performance as Mrs. Brice, Fanny's
supportive but apprehensive mother and a
key figure in both the funniest and most
dramatic moments of the play. Mrs. Brice
and her poker buddies—Mrs. Strakosh (a
hilarious turn by Kaitlin Fitzsimons ’10),
Mrs. O'Malley (Beth Killian ’ll), and Mrs.
Meeker (Deanna Vitola ’09)—are an
amusing addition to each scene that takes
place in Mrs. Brice’s saloon on Henry
Street in the Lower East Side of
Manhattan. Sporting hysterically exagger

ated Yiddish accents, the four sing “If a
Girl Isn't Pretty,” one of the best collabo
rative numbers of the show. They are
joined by much of Funny Girl's strong
ensemble cast, who appear in multiple
roles throughout the performance, mostly
as Fanny’s fellow performers in her vari
ous theatrical stints. An essential part of
Fanny's on-stage story, the large ensemble
cast shines in songs including “Comet
Man,” “His Love Makes Me Beautiful,”
and “Sadie, Sadie.”
While the group songs are certainly

Funny Girl as nothing short of incredible.
What is most notable about the
Department of Theatre, Dance and Film’s
reproduction of Funny Girl is, if I haven't
already made this clear, the casting. Each
actor on the stage embraced his or her role
with enthusiasm and excitement and let the
audience know it. From the ensemble
showgirls’ humorously exaggerated huffs
and puffs over Fanny’s attention from Nick
to the flawless anger and tenderness,
respectively, of Mrs. Brice and Eddie to the
collapse of Fanny’s personal life as Nick is
jailed for embezzlement, the
cast
absolutely
glows.
Against an appropriately
sparse set and creatively sim
ple lighting, the cast and the
music were allowed to veri
tably speak for themselves.
While each actor's voice
undeniably added to the
MARY PELLETIER ‘09/ The Cowl
wonderful performance of
noteworthy, it is the duets and, even more Funny Girl, the musical accompaniment
so, the solo numbers which really stand proved essential to the success of the show.
Since the run of Funny Girl at the Angell
out. Fearing that Fanny will forget them
as she ascends to celebrity, Mrs. Brice and Blackfriars Theatre will continue from April
Eddie excellently sing “Who Taught Her 11-13, I will say only this about the play’s
Everything?” Similarly remarkable per finale: It ends where it began, in Fanny’s
formances include Fanny and Nick’s dressing room at the New Amsterdam
duets, “I Want to Be Seen With You Theatre. A perfectly cast and wonderfully
Tonight,” and “You are Woman, I am.” performed musical comedy, Funny Girl is
However, Nancy Anastadis truly steals the a show that truly deserves the standing
show with her solo renditions of “People,” ovation it received. The only thing that
“Don't Rain on My Parade,” and “The would have made me enjoy it more is if the
Music That Makes Me Dance.” Along with ancient woman behind me could have
her hilarious imitations of Fanny’s famously found it in herself to shut the heck up.
exaggerated facial expressions, these songs
characterize Anastadis’ performance in GRADE: A-

SENIORS PERFORM MUSICAL FAREWELL
by

Clarie Pevoto ’10
A&E Staff

(

*

Note to the reader: This is the first in a
series ofarticles focusing on the final proj
ects of senior artists in different fields at
Providence College. This week's article
takes a look at musicians.

We've all seen them, carrying instrument
cases across Fennell quad, or perhaps hum
ming a tune as they hurry into the Smith
Center for the Arts. The music majors at
Providence College work hard, living and
breathing melodies and rhythms for four
years. Senior recitals allow music students
to showcase the skills they have developed
in that time. Two senior music majors,
Andrew Champagne and Elena Blyskal,
talk to The Cowl about their experiences

leading up to their recitals.
Music performance majors at the
College choose one instrument in which
to concentrate, including voice. For
Champagne, who has been playing the
drums since before he started middle
school, percussion seemed an obvious
choice, although he also plays guitar for
fun. Percussionists must master a vari
ety of instruments—just a sampling of
those featured in Champagne's senior
recital includes the snare drum, the tim
pani, the marimba, and the drum set.
According to Champagne, the versatili
ty demanded of a percussionist amounts
to a hefty amount of practice time, par
ticularly for the senior recital.
The senior recital is a requirement for
music performance majors. Champagne's
project began at the beginning of the fall
semester, when his percussion teacher

assisted him in selecting material to per
form. They chose seven pieces, all with
“very different character and styles,”
according to Champagne. After that, it was
his responsibility to prepare the pieces
through long hours of practice. Evaluation
is completed by a series ofjuries who assess
a student’s readiness to perform.
Champagne already completed this part of
the course earlier in the semester, and had
his performance on Saturday, April 5.
Blyskal is still in the preparatory stage
for her recital, which will be held on
Saturday, May 3. A multi-faceted artist,
Blyskal is also a theatre major and a pianist.
“My entire family is artistic, so I was
undoubtedly exposed to music of all kinds
from a very young age,” she says. She
began playing the piano at age seven and
BLYSKAL/Page 16
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Plan Your Weekend With
The Crows
by John

Vaghi ’10

A&E Staff
2002's Hard Candy showcased the
Counting Crows at the peak of their musi
cal talent in an enigmatic foray into glossy,
mainstream pop. Six years later, right
around the time peo
ALBUM
ple began to think that
REVIEW
front man Adam
Duritz had run out of
things to sing about, the Crows poured out
their fifth studio effort, Saturday Nights
and Sunday Mornings.
Whilst Nights may not be the Crows’
finest collection of melodic songs, it’s the
most focused and emotionally devastating,
and their most important album save for
August and Everything After.
Toeing the line of a rock opera, Nights is
split up into two discs; the spew rock,
clash bang romp side of Saturday Nights
and the acoustically reflective Sunday
Mornings. The former consists of six gui
tar driven, gut wrenching songs that suc
ceed covering the world with one of the Listening toSaturday Nights and Sunday Mornings wears
darkest shades of grey in a hopeless, auto you out just as much as actually going out on Saturday
biographical portrait of Duritz and his Night except you’ll remember the former the next day.
inner struggle to find meaning in a life
that, on the outside, seems to have it all.
“1492” sets the tone for Saturday
Nights, in a terrifying realization of the Morning meditation. Washington Square, cle for such bitter and
self-fading dissolution of being amidst a on “Almost Any Sunday Morning” and lost words. The Crows are cer
life that should be grand but has somehow “Anyone But You” are beautiful pieces tainly at the top of their game despite the
missed the mark, cleverly disguised in an about leaving behind what you love, regret lapse in records and Duritz’s mental prob
allusion to Columbus’ own endeavors. It and sadness that teeter on the brink of lems. The band has crafted an album that
begs the question “where to we disappear redemption but never actually achieve it. solidifies their name as one of the great
to?” A theme that is continuously repeated The album’s first single “You Can't Count acts out there.
throughout Saturday Night', is this yearn on Me,” in all its catchy pop glory, is actu
If the Counting Crows promise us any
ing desire to become relevant. ally a digression from those songs back to thing in Saturday Nights and Sunday
“Insignificant” begins by screaming, “can a world where love is devoid of substance Mornings, it’s in the last track; “when all
you see me up on the building,” a desper and rendered “a toy and I can't stop play of the things have dies between us, well,
ate plea, not for happiness or wealth, but ing with you baby.”
we'll still come around.” They’re touring
rather for a sense of acknowledgement cit
Unlike Saturday though, Sunday reveals this summer with Maroon 5.
ing Icarus and his vain attempt to touch the a desire for change even if its practice is
sun as almost a mythological reflection of not immediately utilized. The stark con
GRADE: B+
Duritz and his own fall from grace.
trast between those two days is masterful
Download:“Insignificant,” “Sundays,
This hopelessness aptly portrayed ly accomplished through both the
through the searing blast of Saturday Night metaphorical imagery of time and the Washington Square. . . The whole damn
rock parlays into a worn out Sunday beautiful melodies which serve as a vehi thing you money-hoarding fartsmith.

HBO Comedy Takes Flight
by John

Mango ’10

A&E Staff
Why can’t a heterosexual guy tell a
heterosexual guy that his booty is fly? I
don’t know if you’ve asked yourself that.
I’m not gonna tell you if I have. Well, I
have asked myself that
TELE VISION and so have a lot of
FEATURE
other New Zealand
folk rock bands (I
don't know all of them that have asked
that but there are a few). Flight of the
Conchords is of course one of them.
In case you haven’t heard these guys,
you might want to. They deal with impor
tant and timely issues through the art of
song and television show. The group is
made up of the dapper Jermaine Clement
and the dapper Bret McKenzie (who some
might say is just as dapper-er). These two
Kiwis (that's slang for a New Zealand per
son, and it's a bird, and a fruit) came from
the place where they filmed the Lord of the
Rings and they came out of there with
some kind of passion. Their show is sort of
like Friends, but with less girls, and one
less guy, but more funny jokes, and more
songs, and more accents.
There was one joke where they said um,
“yeah, she's so hot she’s making me sexist”
so if you like just real really clever jokes
like that then you might want to watch this.

You can probably see it on HBO but you
probably don’t have that, so you might just
want to type it into Google, that might be an
option. But The Flight also has two albums,
(one just came out, it has more songs).
Their first one is available on Ruckus. That
means you can download it.
Really, this is just a story of two fun
loving Kiwi guys wooing some hot ladies
with their good songs and guitars, songs
about love and shaking rumps. Oh and
they have this manager that's really
funny, he’s funny just like Jermaine and
Bret. So, I don’t know if I told you this
but you should Google them or Youtube
them. Um, some of their songs are called
“The Distant Future”, “The Most
Beautiful Girl in the Room.” And just so
you know guys (and girls too, you as
well), I've sung some of these songs to
girls that I like that might like me and
they work well. One lyric really gets
them to um, be happy, so I'll leave you
with it. Just go up to them and say, wifi
some conviction in your brow “Looking
round the room, I can tell that you, are
the most beautiful girl in the room.” Tfiat
works like a charm, or better even, like a
lucky charm, a good lucky charm
bracelet.
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Picks
of the
Week
By Neil Andrew Francisco 10
A&E Staff

Movie
Edward Scissorhands
Directed by Tim Burton

There is nothing quite like the work of
Tim Burton I think this is a great
movie for someone who has felt like
they aren’t accepted in society.
Basically, this movie is for everyone.
It is an elegant story about how love
can be engulfed in a world of hatred.
Take the time to get comfy with a
bowl of popcorn and just enjoy.

Music
Bringing Down The Horse
The Wallflowers
Interscope
The sun is coming out, the weather
is getting warm, and you can see
people playing frisbee on the quad. I
think it's springtime. With that being
said, your choice for spring music
better include Jakob Dylan and The
Wallflowers. With hits like “One
Headlight," “6th Avenue Heartache,”
and “Three Marlenas,” you can real
ly catch that cool spring breeze while
you’re driving on 1-95.

BOOK

Beer and Philosophy
Edited by Steven D. Hales

“David Hume could out consume
Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel, and
Wittgenstein was a beery swine who
was just as sloshed as Schlegel."
These words, performed by the won
derful people of Monty Python, have
absolutely nothing to do with the
book. I just thought it would be a nice
segue into talking about the wonders
of philosophy and the world of alco
hol. Hoping this makes print, you all
should know that anything in society
can be traced back to philosophy.
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BRADDIGAN
Music to save the world

by

Sarah Bidinger ‘09
A&E Staff

Take a moment, and
imagine your quintes
sential “rock-stars”:
MUSIC
FEATURE

Hollywood
Double Takes
by Cw

Tompkins ‘09

Asst. A&E Editor

I am not one to knock the big budget
studio film. I enjoy the occasional Die
Hard or Jet Lee bloodbath, and who can
resist a Hollywood comic book adapta
tion a la Sin City, The Fantastic Four, or
X-Men (well, maybe it’s easier for some).
With that said, one has to realize that the
film industry in this country is just that,
an industry. One of the most artistic and
inspirational developments of the 20th
century is in fact a capitalist institution
and one of the only businesses in this
country that has been able to sustain
itself steadily though the years. Like
any other business there is competi
tion, but that is not the worst thing
about the studio system. Let’s just take
a moment to thank God that Rupert
Murdoch does not have a media
monopoly in these United States.
However, because studios contend, a
common practice has developed that
not only cheapens the integrity of the.
auteur but undermines the intelligence
of the viewing public. Over the last
thirty years studios have been practicing
what I like to call “Film Sharking,” that
is to say that one studio (through sedition
or espionage) will find out about big
budget projects in pre-production and
quickly put a team together to put out a
very similar project for less money as to
cause saturation of the market and thus
the first studio looses money or does not
meet projected revenue.
My personal favorite example of this
happens to be the Weird Science vs. Real
Genius bout of 1985. TriStar Pictures
attempted to stall the money making
machine that was John Hughes (Pretty In
Pink, Breakfast Club, Home Alone') who
wrote and directed Weird Science. These
two teen comedies were released less
than a week apart and though it is hard to
say how much they affected one another
Weird Science crossed the gross revenue
finish line by a nose (though I think Real
Genius is better, Vai Kilmer plus lasers
equals awesome).
More recently, in 1998, close to the
turn of the century, we were met with the
choice between Deep Impact and
Armageddon. When faced with the possi
ble outcome of Y2K an end of the world
movie seemed like a good idea for both
Paramount and Touchstone. Both of
these pieces were extremely melodramat
ic and explosion-filled. I would be able to
more readily accept this phenomenon if
not for the similarity in tone. This is
probably the most noticeable example of
film sharking. Everyone has joked about
the similarities in these films ever since
but for some reason instead of dissuading
Hollywood to participate in this practice
it only caused them to put out more of
these sharked films.
Since then we have gotten movies like
Red Eye and Flightplan. These were
released in 2005 just long enough after
9/11 to put out airplane thrillers and just
recent enough to use the fear of 9/11 to
excite the viewer (kind of messed up, I
know). The Illusionist vs. Prestige deba
cle happened the year after. Now if there
is any argument against the theory of film
sharking these two carbon copies dis
prove it outright. Spoiler alert: The magi
cian dude isn’t dead. Oops.

have

you
conjured
a bunch of unshow
ered guys with
crazy hair lounging
on amps, talking
about girls, and eat
ing 3-day-old pizza?
It is refreshing to run
across a band that does
things a little differently,
and this is what makes
Braddigan,
the
band
formed by former Dispatch
member and Colorado native
Brad Corrigan, so exciting.
The three-man-band features
“Braddigan” on guitar and lead
vocals, Puerto Rican Reinaldo
deJesus on percussion (primarily
congas and bongos), and the
Brazilian Tiago Machado (who does
in fact, have crazy hair), on bass and
assorted string instruments, my per
sonal favorite being the cavaquinho, a
Brazilian ukelele. The band's sound
reflects its members-imbued with
worldly influence and driven to the
beat of social change.
A few years ago, socially-minded
Braddigan was visiting La Chureca, a
trash dump in the capital city of
Nicaragua, to "capture the story" of
the approximately 1,500 impover
ished people living in piles of trash
in the third-poorest country in the
Western Hemisphere. Every day,
these people stand and wait
for trash trucks to com
plete their rounds,
bringing life in the
form of dis

carded scraps of food and broken
objects that can be fixed and sold.
While in the dump, Brad met Ileana,
a 13-year-old girl who lived in La
Chureca with her eight brothers and
sisters. She had spent the last four
years of her life in a child prostitu
tion ring, and like many other inhab
itants of the trash dump, was addict
ed to huffing glue. She and her 14year-old sister Mercedes, were HIV
positive. However, Brad says, she
had a “beautiful smile, lightning
coming from her eyes”.
Brad was so moved by his
encounter with Ileana that he bought
her family a house and began provid
ing them with medical aid. He went
on to start the nonprofit organization
Love Light & Melody, "dedicated to
battling the physical, emotional, and
spiritual affects of extreme poverty".
Tiago says Brad's organization is
"about the individuals. They know
names, fight for kids case by case".
On the days when Brad is not touring
the world with his band and raising
musical awareness about the Third
World, he is in Nicaragua, bringing
aid (and music) to the people of La
Chureca.
Braddigan’s latest album, The
Captive, (released independently in
October 2007 through Third Surfer

Music) is heavily
influenced by his
experiences in La
Chureca. On the
disk's
driving
track,
“Ileana,”
Brad smoothes his
lyrics
over
a
haunting back
ground of tam
bourines, various
drums, and gui
tar: “Blue sky
overhead and the
black creeping in
this is where I’ll
dig in my heels, this
is where I’ll make
my
stand... Little
hands little eyes and
their
feet
slowly
marching
on”.
Likewise, the melody of
“Ketchwa”, (sung in the
Central American language
Ketchwa), evokes a similar
feeling, rising like smoke from
a trash dump filled with dogs
and hungry children. Remaining
songs cover everything from
Tiago’s Brazilian roots in “Valeu
Valeu” to Gospel in “Walk On”,
featuring the soulful solo artist
Josh Garrels. “Fist in the Ocean” is
flecked with vibes of Paul Simon,
and many of the other songs are
steeped in reggae and folk. The
album ends with two haunting solo
pieces, “Mercedita” on guitar, and
“On the Mend” featuring piano
and voice.
Braddigan will be opening
for The Roots tomorrow
evening at 7:00 p.m. in
Schneider Arena. Donations
for Love Light & Melody
will be accepted at the
concert.

Blyskal: Senior Recitals
continued from page 14

GRAPHIC BY NEIL FRANCISCO

The most recent genre that sharking has
pervaded is the Iraq war or terrorist action
film. Lions for Lambs, The Kingdom, and
In the Valley ofElah all came out with in a
month or two of each other last year and
Ryan Phillippe’s contribution, Stop-Loss
also made it into the mix last week. This is
a serious problem. I could almost stomach
all the sharking before this year.
Sometimes it is actually funny, a chance to
get in a good laugh at the expense of our
nation’s biggest industry. However, with
this year’s developments in the practice I
can’t see how any human being could sup

port it. Now it is in poor taste. We’re not
talking about a couple of idiot magicians
from the 19th century or a couple of genius
kids that make a beautiful lady with their
computer or fill their professor’s house
with popcorn. They made it serious. To
take advantage of a horrendous war that
still continues in an effort to stifle the
efforts of an opponent and not for artis
tic or expository purposes is sad. I have
since begun to boycott all such films
and I encourage the perennial fan of
film to do the same. Real Genius still
kind of rocks though.

started voice lessons in high school. She
keeps her vocal chords pretty active by
singing in Opera Workshop and choir here
at PC, and was able to study voice and
opera more intensively at New York
University last spring.
For the senior recital, a voice major is
required to prepare an hour’s worth of
music that spans the four major musical
eras (Baroque, Classical, Romantic,
Contemporary) and the four major lan
guages of musical literature (Italian,
German, French, and English). Like
Champagne, Blyskal worked with a
teacher to choose pieces both appropriate
and enjoyable. She still has a few faculty
evaluations to pass before her recital, and
keeping up with these requires at least one
hour of practice a day.
What’s next for these musicians?
Champagne will be returning to PC for the
2008 fall semester to complete his econom
ics major, and after doing so he plans to seek
a job in this field while keeping active in
music as much as possible. Blyskal will
move to New York City after graduation for
more musical and theatrical learning and
performing, and eventually plans to pursue
a Master’s degree in an undecided subject.
Champagne says of the music depart
ment, “When I started, it was a relatively
small program, and it's grown by leaps and
bounds every year since.” Check out
http://www.providence.edu/Student+Life/Pe
rforming+Arts/Music/Concert+Series.htm to
learn more about events hosted by the depart
ment and see what he is talking about. The
Smith Center is a long walk for many, but
well worth the discovery of talent and dedi
cation in the music students here at PC.
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TASTE OF THE TOWN

with Drew Goucher ’08
A&E Staff

Pizza Pie-er
374 Wickenden St.
Providence, RI 02903
(401) 351-3663

As a native New Yorker, I have to admit,
I can be a bit of a pizza elitist. The last four
years of my college life have been a difficult
search to find acceptable pizza in the land of
Golden Crust, Ronzio’s, and Frankly’s.
There is, however, good pizza to find, if one
is willing to look. There was Antonio’s, on
Thayer Street, which came close to New
York-style pizza, and our own Cafe 412’s
thin crusts. Sicilia's stuffed crust, a Federal
Hill specialty, does its own thing as well.
And then there is Pizza Pie-er, this place I’d
heard of numerous times on the radio that
advertises itself like a Build-A-Bear. I mean,
Build-A-Pizza Workshop.
Pizza Pie-er does feature several “stan
dard” type pizzas, so that the indecisive are
not left out to sea. But by featuring three
pizza sizes, four crusts, 11 sauces, and 33
toppings, arranged however you would like,
the possibilities are indeed near-endless for
those who wish to build their own.
My collegues and I chose three pies,
covering all of our options: we tried the
Cajun Chicken pizza (spicy BBQ sauce
with hot peppers, chicken, green olives,
and cheese), the Pizza Al Noci (whole
wheat pizza crust with walnut sauce,
cheese, mushrooms, spinach, black olives,
and herbs), and built our own (a delicious
customized version of the Domino's
MeatZZa that featured a white crust, pesto
sauce, bacon, pepperoni, and extra
cheese). Therefore, we reasoned, we cov
ered the vegetarian options, the chicken
lovers’, and the meat lovers’. Each pie is a
unique experience—as silly as it sounds to

Endless Options: Pizza Pie-er Boasts infinite sizes, styles and toppings from which to choose.
say—and the toppings are what “make”
the pizza. The same way you wouldn't go
to Ruth's Chris Steakhouse for “just a
burger,” you wouldn't go to Pizza Pie-er
for a “plain.” Be bold, try the new stuff, go
with combinations that make sense, and
you will wind up with a very enjoyable
pizza you can't get anywhere else.
The only downside of Pizza Pie-er is the
price, relative to the places immediately
surrounding Providence College. A pizza
pie will cost anywhere from $4.50 to
almost $26.00 depending on what you
choose, and there are ways to make it sig
nificantly more by adding on a smorgas
bord of toppings. When building your
own, Pizza Pie-er charges three levels of
pricing for everything that goes on the

pizza, depending on the size of the pie you
choose—personal, medium, or large. For a
medium pizza, enough to feed two hungry
people; sauces range from $8 to $12 - since
you don’t pay for the crust, only what goes
on the pizza, this is essentially the base
price. Then, depending on the “level” fancy, gourmet, or premium - of the top
pings you add, each topping (for a medi
um) costs anywhere between $1.15 and
$1.65, with exceptions for premium items
like fresh mozzarella and sundried toma
toes ($3.10), or shrimp ($5.10). Add it all
up, and a custom medium pizza will cost
you about $13-17, on average. However,
the pizza is substantial - it will fill you up
- and the fact remains that if you want
quality, you'll have to pay for it in most

MATT LONGOBARDI ’ 10/The Cowl

cases. For the record, the Cajun Chicken
Pizza cost $12.79, the Pizza Al Noci cost
$14.79, and our experiment (which was
delicious) cost $15.94.
Pizza Pie-er also features “extras” that
range from mozzarella sticks, to apple
pie, to a ham/egg/cheese sandwich, and
even salad. It may sound “random,” but
trust me, it's more “genius” than anything
else. So though it might cost more, it's
worth the price. Lastly, there isn't an
abundance of seating at Pizza Pie-er, so
come early and go nuts. It’s worth it—
says this New Yorker.

GRADE: A-

Leatherheads:
A Film to Melt Grandpa Coughlin’s Heart
by Annmarie

Granstrand ’09

A&E Editor

According to George Clooney’s new
movie, 1925 looks very similar to 2008. In
the newly-released Leatherheads, the gov
ernment intervenes in professional sports,
women in the press
MOVIE
box are as rare as
REVIEW
Dick Cheney’s ham
burgers, and Jim
Halpert is in a dead-end career.
Fueled by witty, sparring dialogue and
charming humor, Leatherheads hurdles
many requirements. First, sports movies
must have one actual icon hailing from the
world of professional athleticism. Behold:
Mike O’Malley in the news room garb of

CASEY SILVER PRODUCTIONS

the 1920s. (I kid you not. Check with Mo
at the leader board.) Second, the team that
embodies the charisma and filth of The
Sandlot crew must eventually—if only
metaphorically—win. Finally, an integral
part of a sports movie is the inclusion of a
bar brawl.
Much like a Messed-Up Monday at
Louie’s, two teams physically bump into
each other thanks to the social lubricant
that is—beer. In a speakeasy in Minnesota,
Clooney’s team (the Duluth Bulldogs)
starts throwing elbows even before the
salt-and-pepper-haired stud finishes his
third shot of Jack. Similar to when the
rugby-playing bouncer at Louie’s realizes
the lacrosse player he’s reaming out is his
best friend’s freshman-year roommate,
Clooney bumps into his old friend who he
fought alongside in France. All is of course
resolved with a soulful rendition of “Over
There.” It proves to have the same recon
ciling effect as when “Country Roads”
comes on. Icing on the cake: since at this
point we’re still missing the shining 21st
Amendment, the cops raid the place.
Although it’s common knowledge that
Clooney’s smile makes Brady Quinn’s
baby pictures look like Rosanne Barr, this
is not to say that John Krasinski pales in
comparison. With an unassuming charm
that insinuates he was raised next door to
Leave It to Beaver, Krasinski’s character
successfully embodies the All-American
boy: a Princeton tiger, Great War hero, and
a pouty bottom lip that puts Zoolander to
shame.
Renee Zellweger does a decent job as
the Tribune writer who’s sent to seek out
the skeletons in Krasinski’s closet. She
essentially becomes a saucy minx-like ver
sion of Selena Roberts except without the

CASEY SILVER PRODUCTIONS

Pretty-boy offense sells tickets. Scrappy defense wins football games.

talent or backbone. Zellweger’s character
laughs at the glass ceiling and earns pro
motions throughout the film as unlikely as
that might have been.
Leatherheads cannot be simply catego
rized. The period film even incorporates
elements of the roaring twenties into pro
duction. Including music of the era, the
opening scene features primitive athletic
gear, snappy dialogue, and rhythmic act
ing which allow for a special type of
clever humor that cannot be compared to
whatever garbage Steve Carrell put his
name on this week.
Based loosely on the early history of
the NFL and the story of Johnny Blood,
the movie follows the ex-miners, ex
machinists and obsese ex-high school stu
dents from Middle America to household
names as national league footballers.

Due to the sudden increase in popular
ity and corresponding yellow journalism
surrounding the football league, the gov
ernment, silly little institution, decides to
interfere. Before you get all giddy,
George Mitchell, the Wisconsin attorney
general turned NFL commissioner, isn’t
hungry for power—just looking to set
down a few regulations to the game.
Leatherheads is overflowing with
slick, rapid-fire dialogue that is punctuat
ed by lines like “say,” “mac,” and
“you’re only as young as the women you
feel.” It combines the wardrobe of The
Newsies and the moxie of the Bad News
Bears, with the sheer, brutal attraction of
the world’s sexiest man alive and George
Clooney.

GRADE: B +
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The Rooming
Crises Keep
on Coming
by

Shannon Obey ’08

Commentary Editor
Emeritus

CAMPUS

Housing week is one of the most stress
ful and emotionally draining weeks you
come to know at Providence College;
some say it’s even worse than finals. Even
if you know exactly how you and your six
friends are going to organize yourselves in
Aquinas, something will go wrong
whether it be a bad housing time or simply
that all the rooms in Aquinas fill up and
everyone has a different idea of where they
want to live. Friends get the boot, tears are
shed, punches may be thrown . . . bottom
line, it’s almost always a mess. Luckily, as
a senior, I don’t have to worry about that.
Or so I thought. Turns out, there is
another experience that rivals that of hous
ing week: Commencement months. That’s
right, months. The Commencement bug
starting creeping into seniors’ heads in
February for some reason, leaving plenty
of ulcers to be had, and tears to be wept.
Commencement is actually a lot like
housing except there are two “rooms” you
have to worry about. The first room is
actually a literal room. This year, com
mencement is at the Park Plaza Hotel in
Boston. PC was kind enough to block off
150 rooms in the hotel itself and 100 in the
Radison Hotel across the street. So natural
ly, you have to settle who will be sleeping
where if in the hotel at all, whether you
should you get three rooms or four, and
who would put it on their credit card.
A little more stressful is the second
“room” which is the table you will be eat
ing at during the dinner part of formal
night. These only fit 10 people. So if you
happen to have five other friends and all of
you are bringing a date ... I’m no math
major, but 12 won’t quite fit at the table.
So, do you separate into six and six? Or do
you just pull a freshman year rooming
strategy and give one of the couples the
boot, leaving them to survive on their own
at Rev. Brian Shanley, O.P.’s table?
Did I mention that it costs $200 for a
bid? And then another $229 plus tax for a
hotel room? And I suppose you’ll bring
money for drinks at the day event, club
night and formal night, as well as money
for other expenses. At formal night, you
may want to bring money for pictures, gas
to get to Boston, parking. And then for
girls: You have to buy a formal dress and
a club night dress/shirt, get your hair and
nails done, and get a fresh wax. Guys
have to rent a tux ... is that all? Flowers?
If you are splitting all this with a date, it is
a lot. If you are inviting someone who does
n’t go here, that is a hell of a lot! In fact, it’s
double a lot! This leaves you questioning
why you never joined commencement core.
So, some of you may be wondering why
I am writing about this; isn’t there a tan
gent and tirade’s section she could be writ
ing in? Yes, there is. But take this more as
a warning: Save your money! No, just kid
ding ... except you should do that as well.
But as stressful as housing and commence
ment (and JRW for that matter) are, it is
worth it, because in the end, you are left
with a load of great memories—or at least
your camera will be. Try not to get
wrapped up in the details of everything so
much that it takes away from the event
itself. Everyone will be there, so does it
matter that Sally isn’t going with Jimmy,
or that Maura isn’t sitting with her best
friends? So, enjoy college and the memo
ries, because unfortunately, as I am finding
out, it will come to an end.

Deserving Girls Left in the Dust
At the expense offemales, some colleges are using affirmative action for male students ’admission
by

Taylor Trudon ’ll

Commentary Staff

SOCIETY
I remember the first time I wished I wasn’t
a girl. I was six years old and my brother was
seven. It was summer and we were playing
outside in the backyard, sticky with sweat
and running through the woods with grass
stains on our feet. Freeze tag and hide-andgo-seek were for babies, so naturally, we
were playing Power Rangers. Together, we
were a team that was dedicated to fighting the
evils of the neighborhood and making it
home in time for dinner after easily defeating
Goldar. But I was not Taylor. I had been
transformed into Kimberly, the pink Power
Ranger. I was a Valley Girl gymnast, known
for my super-cool cartwheels and high kicks.
My brother, on the other hand, was enacting
his favorite Power Ranger, Zack, and was
practicing his kung fu moves on our back
porch, hollering, “IT’S MORPHING
TIME!” He had these awesome Power
Ranger gloves that he had gotten for his birth
day, and when you put them on and clashed
your wrists together, the gloves made fero
cious lightening sounds. Oh, how I envied
those gloves.
After much pleading and promises of
cleaning my room every day, my mother
drove us to Toys ‘R’ Us the next day in search
of a pair of pink Power Ranger gloves. But
despite combing the aisles numerous times
and then asking the salesman to help us, we
could not find a pair of pink gloves. Maybe
they were out of stock. Maybe they were sold
out. Somehow, I wasn’t convinced and later
realized that it was one of those injustices that
no superpower could beat overnight.
Although my experience seems trivial, it is

just one of the many examples that demon
strate the kind of world we live in. Girls have
had it tough since the beginning. Boys could
own property, vote, go to college, and become
scientists and CEOs all before girls were
given the opportunity. So when I was perus
ing through TIME online and caught sight of
the article “Affirmative Action for Boys” by
Nancy Gibbs, I became instantly defensive.
According to the article, a “gender gap”
has been revealed in terms of girls being
admitted to college. Girls were once excluded
because they were not adequate enough indi
viduals to attend an institution of higher edu
cation, but now, girls are being rejected from
college because they are too smart (yes, you
read that correctly.) Apparently, admissions
committees at some private colleges are find
ing difficulty in balancing the male-female
ratio, as the scales are being tipped by high
achieving females.

With the ratio
expected to exceed
60-40 in the upcoming
years, educators are
questioning whether
there is a ‘boy
crisis’ occuring.
With the ratio expected to exceed 60-40
ratio in the upcoming years, educators are
questioning if there is a “boy crisis” occur
ring. As a result, colleges are trying to make
the extra effort to appeal to boys by making
brochures look less feminine and “launch
ing Xbox tournaments to try to close the gap
in the quality and quantity of boys apply
ing.” Oooooh! Xbox tournaments! Is
Carnegie Mellon, with its 61 percent males

and 39 percent females, going to start hav
ing Makeover Marathons, where girls can
come together to give each other mud
masks and paint their toenails?
What really gets to me is the fact that girls
have so much going against them when they
apply to colleges in the first place. Just take a
look at Providence College. The vast majori
ty of girls who apply are well-accomplished,
Caucasian products of New England subur
bia, and I am no exception. I worked hard in
high school, but so did many of my class
mates as well as the hundreds of girls (and
boys) I competed against for that one spot.
However, when there is a school that is des
perately seeking some testosterone, it seems
that in some cases, boys are automatically
given the advantage and are one step closer to
nabbing a seat at their dream school.
On the flip side, I can understand why
keeping a ratio is important. If Providence
College was 70 percent girls and only 30 per
cent boys, it is more than likely that I would
not be writing this article right now. It does
not take basic biology to figure out that girls
want boys, and boys want girls. In order to
keep the College appealing to both sexes, the
numbers have to look right. To some stu
dents, girl-boy ratio is a significant factor in
choosing a college, as I know it was for me.
But where should the line be drawn? Are
these admissions officers putting applications
side by side, and even if the girl from
Connecticut scored 100 points higher on the
SAT than the boy from Massachusetts, are
they still going to consider admitting the boy,
simply because of his gender?
Based upon the article, research indicates
that colleges recognize that girls tend to do
more community service, participate in clubs,
and earn more honors. Educators wonder
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Presidential Race Tainted with Rumors
by Andy

Kowal ’10

Commentary Staff

POLITICS

Politics, like all competitions, sometimes
has a way of bringing out the worst in peo
ple. Politicians constantly engage in a mud
slinging battle that usually has a loose basis
in the truth. If you turn on CNN you will see
that in the current presidential race, the
main theme being change, has delivered
anything but in the dirty tactics arena. The
one attack that disgusts me the most, how
ever, is not originating from any one politi
cian but from an unsuspecting source: the
American public. More specifically, the
backwards, racist, socially stunted, idiotic
American public.
There have been e-mails flying around
the Internet that allege that Senator Barack
Obama (D-Ill.) is a Muslim. There are other
ones that like to accentuate Obama’s middle
name (Flussein) to infer that he is a terrorist.
You may not realize it from the poll num
bers but the people who send these e-mails
and the even more idiotic people who
believe the rumors have really hurt his cam
paign. What offends me the most, however,
is not that they try to paint him as a terror
ist, but the assumption that even if he were
Muslim that he would therefore necessarily
be a terrorist.
The sad truth is that since Sept. 11,2001,
America’s view of Islam has changed dra
matically. President Bush’s blatant War on
Islam has not helped either. There is a large
group of the American public that would
not vote for a member of the Islamic reli
gion into any office. There is even a decent
sized group of the public that would not
vote for anyone but a Christian into office.

Their fear is that America would turn into
an Islamic-run state, but hypocritically they
are turning it into a Christian-run state.
Barack Obama is not a Muslim, he is a
Christian. But even if he were a Muslim,
does that mean he is a terrorist? Of course
not. Islam is actually a very peaceful reli
gion. The problem is that we only see the
crazy extremists and take them to be repre
sentatives of the whole religion. There are a
lot of Christian extremists out there as well;
people who blow up abortion clinics and
picket outside funerals of fallen soldiers, for
example. I do not take these people to be
representatives of my religion and neither
do I take the terrorists to be representatives
of Islam.
People will sometimes hide behind
Christianity in their attacks on Islam. But it
was Pope Paul VI in his encyclical Nostra
Aetate who said, “We cannot truly call on
God, the Father of all, if we refuse to treat
in a brotherly way any man, created as he is
in the image of God,” and, “The Church
reproves, as foreign to the mind of Christ,
any discrimination against men or harass
ment of them because of their race, color,
condition of life, or religion.” Those that
hide behind religion as a shield for their
hate are not only cowardly but hypocritical.
Obama is not a Muslim, but if he were I
would not care and 1 would hope that a
majority of Americans would agree with
me, but 1 know they would not. It was not
until 2006 when Minnesota elected the first
Muslim to the U.S. House of
Representatives—and the rest of the coun
try has not taken its lead.
There is a final rumor going around that
Obama was sworn in on the Koran instead
of the Bible when entering the Senate. This
of course is not true, but does it really mat
ter? Does it make that huge of a difference
if he was sworn in on the Koran, Bible, or

Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue? Being a
Muslim in America is not a crime and
should not be a deterrent for someone to
seek public office. There should be repre
sentatives from all religions to make sure
our government works in the best interests
of all people. There is also the insinuation
that if he were a Muslim then he would not
be able to separate himself from his religion
in order to do what is best for the country.
No one seems to question if a Christian can
separate himself from his faith in order to
do what is best for the country. It is a hor
ribly unfair double-standard.
I think Prince Charles gave the best
reaction to this apparent hatred toward
members of the Islamic community. In
regard to Western misunderstandings of
Islam he said, “It is a failure, which stems,
I think, from the straight jacket of history,
which we have inherited. The Medieval
Islamic world, from central Asia to the
shores of the Atlantic, was a world where
scholars and men of learning flourished.
But because we have tended to see Islam
as the enemy of the West, as an alien cul
ture, society, and system of belief, we have
tended to ignore or erase its great rele
vance to our own history.”
I would like to close this article on a dig
nified note but I am not sure if I can. The
rumors about Senator Obama’s religion
and alleged terrorist activity make me
upset, but not as upset as knowing that
there are actually people out there that are
moronic enough to believe them. If you
receive any of these e-mails please delete
them and put a stop to this ridiculous
attack. And if you are one of the people
that actually believe these rumors then you
are probably too ignorant to find your local
polling place, so 1 am not worried that you
will affect the vote.
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Tangents and Tirades

by Jackie

TOO
HOT FOR
WORDS

Kramer

Commentary Editor

Frustrated with the format. Next to stubbing your toe, writing a works cited page is prob
ably the most annoying slash painful experience known to man. Who sat down and decided
that underlining book titles is protocol, or that you have to indent five spaces on the second
line? Moreover, who cares? Let’s not be superfluous, all you really need is the book and the
page number. I challenge any professor to sincerely tell me that he or she whips out the
Inspector Gadget gear to check on the publishing date of a particular work. Consequently, you
can just lie when the information isn’t available. Will I be chastised if I write Haughty Muffler
instead of Houghton Mifflin? And what’s worse is that half the time the book doesn’t even fit
into the stupid format. What are you supposed to do if it’s an excerpt from the Bible: “Holy
Spirit, Influence of the. Basis ofSome ofthe World's Most Prominent Religions. Various loca
tions in the Middle East: Hardworking Scribes, Inc., Something B.C. to Something A.D.”?
That looks somewhat awkward. Case in point: I veto bibliographies.—Maryclaire Dugre ’10
Scare tactics heating up. During an interview last week, CNN founder Ted Turner stated
that not taking immediate action on global wanning would be “catastrophic.” He noted that,
“We’ll be eight degrees hotter in 10, not 10 but 30 or 40 years and basically none of the crops
will grow. Most of the people will have died and the rest of us will be cannibals. Civilization
will have broken down.” Recent evidence, however, has revealed that perhaps “global warm
ing” may not be having the catastrophic impact that Turner, Al Gore, and others would have
us believe. Last week, BBC environmental analyst Roger Harrabin reported that, “Global tem
peratures for 2008 will be slightly cooler than last year,” meaning that “temperatures have not
risen globally since 1998.” This and other evidence, in addition to the growing number of those
in the scientific community questioning the legitimacy of global warming, is what leads Turner
and others to try to frighten well-intentioned people into accepting the global warming hoax.
In addition, Al Gore has launched a $300 million campaign to give global warming more
national and political attention. One must question where Gore is receiving funding for such a
campaign and why he would find it necessary given global warming’s supposed status as “sci
entific fact.” Probably the greatest indication that Gore and his crowd realize very well that the
whole global warming issue is a scam is his refusal to debate any scientists who disagree with
him. In classic fashion, when the facts are not in accordance with their world-view, the left
turns to big money and scare tactics.—Mark Scirocco ’10

Lost Hifthout it. There are four things that take precedence in my life. And they go in this
order: First, cinnamon buns. (We make them every week. 1 am partial to the ones with cream
cheese frosting, but Pete will never let me buy them.) Second, the love for my editors.
Academics takes a close third-place finish. Finally, my Nintendo Wii. But over the weekend,
the close group of friends that live on Bedford Hall fifth floor, “Blue Barracudas,” experienced
a tragedy that Shakespeare himself could not even begin to fathom, much less write. That injus
tice, my friends, was the blatant stealing of my beloved Wii right from under my nose. We were
getting ready for a solid night of Tiger Woods ’07 when we came back in the room from a latenight game of softball to find that the little white box with the cool blue light that brought me
so much joy and happiness was missing. Gone. Nowhere to be found. For three days 1 have
been without my Nintendo and it’s now starting to bother me. I’ve been banking on one of my
friends just playing a joke on me, and every time I walk in the room, 1 keep thinking 1 will see
my pretty white system glowing blue like glacial ice amidst a dark room. But, as is everything
else I’ve planned for in my life, that hasn’t happened yet. So let me issue a warning to the thief,
or thieves, that are playing a full 18 from the black tees as you read this: I probably won’t find
you. But if I do ... it is on.—Mike Pettinari ’09

It’s the thought that counts.
A little while ago, my brother figured out how to solve the
Rubix cube, with the help of a little booklet that gave him a description of the steps used to
solve the puzzle. Now, he is a pretty smart kid, but I feel like that’s cheating. Anyway, I have
a Rubix cube of my own that I fiddle with in my free time (which isn’t very much) and I get a
side or two every once in a while. The other day I was looking at my Rubix cube, and some
one had peeled off the stickers and put them on different squares, so there is no longer any pos
sible way to solve the puzzle. Nevertheless, I still try and align all the squares when I have a
chance, though I know I have no chance of success. It’s not the solution that matters, but rather
the act of thinking through the puzzle.—Ben Perry ’10

College: Is Affirmative
Action for Males Unfair?
continued from page 18:

why boys do not try for more leadership posi
tions or why their interests seem more limit
ed in comparison to girls. Some schools are
thinking about establishing men support
groups to get them more involved or are con

sidering focusing on more “masculine” ways
to entice men to participate in campus activi
ties and opportunities. But in the meantime,
while colleges are trying to figure out a way
to attract those XY genes, please refrain from
squashing the dreams of those female hope
fuls who have earned it.
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This cartoon is bad. If you can draw and have
funny ideas for cartoons, submit a sample and
your application for Too Hot for Words to
The Cowl Office (slavin G05) today!

Phil’s Many Personalities
by

Donald Drohan ’08
Commentary Staff

Everyone goes to the library once in their
college career. In this vast pool of Phillips
Memorial, certain personalities are always
at a computer, in cubbies, walking around,
or behind a desk. I sat in
the library for a few
CAMPUS
hours the other day and
these were the many
common faces in the crowd.
The ESPN Procrastinator: “Yeah, I got a
lot of work to do. Whatever. I also got a util
ity hole to fill and I’m waiting on this Ching
May-Wang trade to go through. Bro, Big
Papi slapped in five RBIs in the last two
days. He is on fire! Lightning in a bottle
dude, lightning in a bottle. I got three exams
tomorrow but it will be aight. No biggie, my
classes are jokes anyway. I just got finished
reading today’s Page Two. They got some
talent on that squad.”
The Librarian: “Sure you can borrow a
laptop with your watch. Yeah, the book is in
the back, its call number is BGK 1004. No
upstairs and to the left by the big painting
that has nowhere to hang. Yeah, I think it’s
kind of useless, too. Ok, later. God I hate
this job. A simple GPS machine could do
what I do. Oh, well, at least I have Dancing
with the Stars to look forward to.”
The Gossip Girl (Text Conversation): AJ:
You know you’re my BFF. I didn’t mean to
kiss him. We did all these shots of tequila at
Brad’s SP: Yeah, Jessica said she was
pissed at you ... I don’t know what her
problem is . . . she’s ugggly AJ: LOL!
She looks like a beached whale trying to get
into stretch pants SP: OMG, your bad AJ:
She just walked into Ray. Where is the
beach patrol to put her out of her misery?
The Kid that Has Been There Too Long: “
My eyes are about to fall out of my skull. I
have been reading this stupid Immanuel
Kant crap all day. Jeeesh buddy we under
stand the Categorical Imperative is impor
tant but how is it going to get me out of this
chair? I haven’t felt my legs move in four
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hours. This is definitely not worth an A.”
The Once in a Lifetime: “So this is what
the inside of the library looks like? Gnarly
carpet. I'm going to scope the place out, see
where all those freshmen girls have been
hiding. Woo, dude the lights are really
bright in here, I feel like I’m in an interro
gation room with DeNiro grilling me. Nice,
I can get on the Internet, now maybe I’ll
finally look at that syllabus my prof has
been yapping about. ‘Follow the syllabus,
follow the syllabus.’ Man, that guy never
shuts up.”
The Lost Guy: “Oh, man. Where the hell is
this book? This can’t be the Dewey Decimal
System again! I’ll be stuck in the library for
days. BGK 1001, 1002, 1003, 1005. They
skipped 1004! How could they skip 1004?
Hey, wait a minute. What kind of ship are
they steering here? Thirty-five grand a year
for missing books. What am I paying for? A
stuffy nose and poor athletics?”
The Loud Talker at a Group Meeting:
“OK, OK, OK! I think we need to divide up
the paper so everyone gets something to do.
Me, no I’m not writing. You know I’m a
great editor.”
The Hung-Over Kid: “Death. I feel like
complete and total death. If the Grim
Reaper walked through that door right now
I would ask him to buy me a drink. Brad’s
was outrageous last night. I think we did
every shot in that bar. The rest of the night
was kind of a blur. Haha, yeah I did wake up
in a stairwell! Dude, I got this miserable
paper due on Tuesday. I’m going to jump on
it like that Tequila jumped on me.”
The Professor: “Hate you and you and
you. You’re OK but a bit of a blabber
mouth, why are you staring at me funny?
Do I know you? Did you drop out of one of
my classes or something? Soon you will all
know me! When my book gets published
I’m leaving this rinky dink school to change
the philosophical world, unless they give
me tenure.”
The Student Escort: “If I have to smell
that smoker walk by one more time I’m
quitting this job. I mean $5.25 per hour
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Responding to a
Response on a Rant
Mango ’10
A&E Staff
I’d like to paint a quick mental scenario. A
boy is in college. A boy intends to review a
play which speaks to enlighten the viewers on
the suffering of women. The boy finds the
play to pit men
ENTERTAINMENT against women
in doing so might
plant more hate
than love. This is the boy’s subjective opin
ion, of which he is fully aware. The article is
published, another article is published. One of
the actors in said play, also a boy, is angry at
the first boy’s portrayal of the play he was in.
The article is passionate, scathing, and
intends to paint the first boy as something of
a dolt, as the play certainly spreads love. They
go to the same college and are discussing a
play, put on by students in the same commu
nity who may have met on friendlier terms
had their opinions of the play not clashed.
I’m responding to Dan Darbandi’s ’09
response to my article, “A Rant Draws a
Line,” in the April 3 issue of The Cowl. Dan,
you claim that I misrepresented the play, and
this misrepresentation was fueled by my
anger at not being able to go to a bar and get
plastered out of my mind in a totally illegal
fashion. This above scenario is disturbing to
me. First, you cite my reference to “fights”
and say my appreciation of them is contradic
tory to my “vapid message” of a universal
detente of violence. In no way was I condon
ing fights. I abhor them. My statement was
not a praise, it was sarcastic. I referenced
“flirting” and “fights” in order to segue into
the notion of conflicts based somewhat
around gender. I referenced these vapid
actions as, despite their sometimes virulent
nature (I realize flirting is not virulent, but
sometimes it can be insipid), I believed it was
a generalized scenario we could all relate to
which had roots in the conflicts found in mas
culinity and feminity. Now, maybe this is my
fault, not making my sarcasm clear enough,
as I strongly believe one should be able to
take their own meaning from a piece of writ
ing. However, the only reason I was frustrat
ed was because of the play’s blatant creation
of a world where women were against men. I
noticed you forget to include my mention of
by John

the piece in which a woman was empowered
by the fact that she approached every man as
a rapist. I also noticed you forgot to tell your
readers that you were an actor in the play. I
believe this leads to obvious bias in your rant
as you were a part of the play 1 was critiquing
and sheds light on how angry and frustrated
you seemed throughout your response. You
also called my assertion that violence can’t be
ended by pitting one sex against another
something to the point of a “profound call to
arms against violence” and went on to lam
baste it for quite some time.
My idea that when masculinity and femi
nity are synonymous with love, respect, and
maturity is not a call to arms. I did not see
myself as spear-heading some sort of war on
the abstraction of violence, and yes I realize
that universal violence can only be ended by
rooting up specific causes of violence, but
that’s the thing about generalized state
ments—they’re as meaningful or meaning
less as you want them to be. Violence starts
and ends with individuals, so to generalize all
women as being victims of men and all men
who haven’t joined their side as dangerous is
not only meaningless to me, but malicious as
it doesn’t preach mercy and love. One of the
vapid tenets I proposed was maturity, some
thing I felt was not demonstrated in your arti
cle, in your attempts to humiliate me and
paint me as an idiot. “I would again like to
applaud John for his short attention span.”
“Oh, and John the play ended by 9:30 p.m.,
in plenty enough time for me to attend a
friend’s party.” Were either of those state
ments necessary? Did they further your
point? 1 would again like to recall the begin
ning mental image. What is the point of a
play with the pretensions to spread love,
Dan, if you attempt to humiliate someone for
their reaction against it? Where is the respect
and maturity in sardonically and caustically
condescending someone who belongs to the
same local community as you do? That in
itself is a form of violence. I’m not trying to
act self-righteous here, I respect that you see
the play differently, and difference and con
flict can be constructive if we approach them
in a respectful manner. If you wish to point
out things I may have missed, yes I respect
that, but I don’t respect it when your
response is seething with personal attacks
and frustrated rantings.

Letters to the Editor:
No living being deserves abuse
With April being Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Month, it seems only appropri
ate to discuss an unfortunate and chilling
incident which took place outside Dore
Hall the evening of April 6. Looking out
my window, a fellow student and I noticed
a dog running around on the grass near the
Dore parking lot, with a man standing near
his car with the door open, looking very
frustrated that the dog would not respond
to his commands. As the man tried to get
close to the dog, the dog would run away
in a rather playful manner, forcing the
man to chase after it. Upon catching his
pet, the man, a theology professor here at
Providence College, started repeatedly
beating the dog in the face with a rolled up
newspaper as he carried it toward the car.

When we questioned the man about his
mistreatment of the dog, we were given the
excuse that because he is unable to reason
with the dog, he is teaching it discipline
through such beatings. If one were to beat
their child in the face with a rolled up
newspaper, it would be considered child
abuse. The same applies to animals. No
living being, whether it is human or non
human, deserves to be beaten. It is my
hope that this certain individual will real
ize the error of his ways. And if you ever
witness such abuse, please speak up on the
behalf of the animal, because there is no
excuse for any type of abuse.
—Briana Clements ’08

Library: Observing the
Many Types of Students
continued from page 19:
wage isn’t what I hoped for. But what do I
do? I know gang initiation is this week but
1 haven’t walked someone home since that
girl had too many books to carry. This Harry
Potter book will help me get through until
10:00 p.m.”
The "I know I’m Cool" Girl: These
books are for losers. Who is this FDR any
way? What does he think he is important or
something? I’m totally going to Urban
Outfitters later. They have like the best stuff

and daddy always pays anyway. That Mike
Myers really cracks me up!”
Of course these personalities are a gross
exaggeration. Everyone thinks they are an
individual built by their own hands to mas
sage the world but that simply is not true. I
have fit into about every one of these per
sonalities one time or another at the library,
except the kid that has been there too long.
So if you get angry at me, stop because you
think you might have been misrepresented.
Forget about it because I, too, am another
face in the crowd.

April 10. 2008
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Do Not Dismiss Church
by Andrew

Sparks ’09

Commentary Staff

Taylor Trudon ’10’s Feb. 14 article
“Catholicism: The Buffet of Religion”
began a quiet but steady controversy on The
Cowl’s Commentary pages lately, and with
this article the controver
sy continues. Shannon
REL1G1ON
Obey ’08, in an attempt
to reconcile Trudon’s
article with detracting responses offered her
own insights concerning Cafeteria
Catholicism, and still there’s a definite need
to respond to Obey’s own article.
Obey rightfully points out that God
judges the thoughts, words, and deeds of
every person, but then wrongfully takes
that to mean that Salvatore Circosta ’08
and Michael Rubin ’08 have acted
wrongfully
in judging Cafeteria
Catholics regarding their love for God
or their standing with the Church. To
clarify things a little, God alone can
judge someone’s eternal fate—whether
or not a person deserves Heaven or Hell
based on the lives they’ve lived here on
Earth. However, this leaves the door
open to criticism and commendation by
other people. As long as Circosta and
Rubin have not judged Trudon’s eternal
fate, they are perfectly entitled to judge
her words and actions, which affect
other people for better or for worse.
Clearly we all have our faults, but it is
by constructive criticism that each per
son helps to build up the other.
Therefore, instead of simply dismissing
Circosta’s comments as a “holier than
thou” self-righteous rant, they should be
kindly accepted as charity.
Moreover, Obey’s statements con
cerning the Church’s faults should be
qualified too. The Church’s doctrine
and Her sacraments flow from God, who
is loving, merciful, and just. Some of the
Church’s doctrine can change, in some
instances it cannot, and in all instances
it comes to us through the Magisterium,
the teaching body of the Church, which
is composed of human beings who are
prone to making mistakes, committing
sins, and using their authority for bad
purposes. Clearly, then, it is not “Fr.
Whatshisface” that forgives sins in the

confessional, as Obey claims, but God
working through the priest to forgive
sins. It is also the case that the statement
“Jesus is God” is true, regardless of
whether a sinner or saint utters those
words.
Obey then goes on to point out the
errors the Church has committed in the
past, including the Crusades (which
began as a legitimate response to the ter
rible persecutions of Muslims against
Christians in the Holy Land, but 1 won’t
get into that here). There are many
instances in history where Church offi
cials have taken their authority and used
it for bad purposes, but again this does
not allow us to question Church doctrine
as a whole.
I could just as easily point out the
good things that the Church has done
too, such as the protection of Native
Americans from slave traders by
Junipero Serra and Bartolome de las
Casas. Those two friars, along with the
contemporary popes, decried the evil of
slavery by Spanish colonists from the
very beginning. There is also the fact
that right now in San Francisco alone,
there are 17 clinics run by Church organ
izations that help people diagnosed with
HIV/AIDS. These incredibly good
actions are the true fruit of Catholic doc
trine, and any violence, hatred, and intol
erance attributed to the Church cannot be
attributed to Her teaching, but can only
be attributed to the weakness and sinful
ness of Her members.
It would be wrong, for example, to
dismiss the entire Muslim religion as
intolerant and inherently violent based
on the actions or teachings of a few infa
mous practitioners such as Osama bin
Laden or even clerics such as Muqtada
al Sadr. So too is it wrong for Obey to
dismiss Church teaching—as a whole or
in part—due to the terrible actions of a
tiny minority of priests or bishops
involved in sex-abuse scandals, or the
violence performed in violent times, by
violent people, in the name of
Christianity. As difficult as it may be,
the Church’s teaching should not be dis
carded due to personal encounters with
bad members, but should be embraced
and recognized in its truth and beauty
which stands alone.

A Spring Break Experience
by Justin

Ferranti ’10

Guest Commentary

Expanding cultural awareness is an
important part of any student’s college
career. At Providence College, students
enjoy participating in
study abroad programs
CIJL1 URL
because they are able to
immerse themselves in
a culture very different from their own.
Students often take from their experi
ence a better understanding of how they
fit into the diverse world in which we
live. This past spring break, 12 of PC’s
very own were able to experience the
benefits of studying abroad without ever
leaving the United States.
The PC-AZ experience is a studentplanned-and-led program that works in
conjunction with the Feinstein Institute
for Public Service to send a group of
Providence College students to live and
work on the Apache Indian Reservation
in San Carlos, Ariz. The mission of the
10-day trip is first and foremost to pro
vide assistance to a unique community
of Americans. While most of my energy
was spent volunteering at an Apache day
care, high school, Meals-on-Wheels
program, and the Boys and Girls Club,

these rewarding projects were only the
tip of the iceberg. The time that I spent
with my most welcoming host-family
was the real cornerstone of my experi
ence in Arizona.
The families that opened their homes
to the PC team are relatives of a local
Apache artist, Douglas Miles. Miles
expressed that he enjoys when students
come to live with his family because he
has seen the bonds that form between PC
students and Apache students in particu
lar. For example, some Apache students
find it difficult to make the transition
from the reservation’s high school to a
university. This year, PC students were
given the opportunity to talk with those
students at the Apache High School who
were nervous about entering college life.
PC-AZ is not just a service trip, but
also a service experience. My most mem
orable times with my Apache host-family
include learning how to lasso a bull,
exploring local cowboy shops, watching
The Sopranos, and night-fishing. The
combination of learning new skills and
exchanging differences of culture with
my hosts was truly life changing. I hearti
ly recommend the PC-AZ experience to
any student who wants to immerse him or
herself in a different culture without ever
leaving the U.S.
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Pointless Nostalgia and Talking to Strangers
by

Katie Caliva ’10

Portfolio Editor

The following characters and anecdotes
are real and the sentiments expressed are
the true nostalgic musings of the author.
The names ofpeople, however, have been
altered or changed entirely so
ESSAY t^at
unlikely event that
one of them reads this, I won’t
be subject to legal action or
their wrath.
I wrote an essay for my 11th grade liter
ature class that was entitled “The QuasiPhilosophical Output of a Frustrated
Student.” Reduced, reused, and recycled
for publication in The Cowl, it was called
“Musings
from
Your
Everyday
Coffeeshop.” In this essay I reflected on
the tragedy of man’s separation from man,
on how we consistently build walls up
between ourselves and the minor charac
ters in the plays of our lives. More than a
year later I wonder how right I was.
Since the encounter that made me write
that initial essay, I have made a point of
talking to strangers, of making new
acquaintances, of breaking down tradition
al barriers. I wonder now if it’s actually
better. As I look back on people I have met
in passing, I recall with a slight sting how
clearly I remember them: the ancient
Greek scholar that I met at a Starbucks,
one of two people in the city of Syracuse
who reads The Atlantic Monthly, the poli
tics junkie who was my boss at a retail out
let, the list goes on. I remember their faces
clearly, their names if I learned them, and
in some small way I miss them.
For two whole weeks, Therese was one
of the best friends I have ever had; we con
nected on every level. We read the same
books, listened to the same music, treated
boys who would try to flirt with us with the
same scorn. We were a unit, doing the
Monkees’ characteristic walk across the
college campus where our summer pro

gram took place. People who knew me and
not her would use me as relative descrip
tion. “You know, the blonde one, Katie’s
roommate.” Those who knew her and not
me inevitably did the same thing in
reverse. Therese and I spent hours under
the giant oak tree in the middle of campus.
We would laugh at the uptight girls terri
fied about seeming too immodest or out
spoken and the overly-chivalrous young
men dashing across the quad lest some
female open the door for herself. We
defied the rules that prohibited co-ed bas
ketball and practiced swing dancing with
each other in the pool room. We shared
secrets and we made plans to return to the
college a year later as incoming freshmen
and as roommates. I broke those plans. I
went to a different college and after a few

“Um, good luck, with
everything, and uh, have a
nice life.” Those are words
that you think, or words that
you say in a jocular way. But
when said out loud, when
said seriously, those words
are shocking, and they’re
shocking because they’re
accurate.
months we both got too busy to send each
other e-mails all the time. I have absolute
ly no idea what Therese is up to these days,
if she’s happy, and if she perhaps misses
our antics as much as I do.
Laura is a senior at a prominent univer
sity in California. She has dreamed of
being an archeologist since she was in
middle school. When I met her she was
beginning to look at graduate schools, but
was afraid that her GPA might keep her out
of some of her top choices. We were unit

partners on a dig; she was taking a summer
field course to try and get a leg-up in expe
rience and I was volunteering. As we
scraped through layers of gravel searching
for artifacts we got to know each other
fairly well. Her class was only at this par
ticular site for a week, though, and I could
only spend my time there sporadically.
After they left for their next project Laura
and I tried to keep connected. We friended
each other on Facebook, kept touch for a
week or so, and then we lost contact. I’ll
never know if Laura gets into the grad
schools that she wanted to. I might not
even recognize her if she makes some huge
discovery and her picture pops up in the
several archaeology publications I often
read. She has faded from my story.
Tony works in a car dealership /
mechanic’s shop. He never phrased it this
way, but boiled down his job description
makes him a used car salesman. His tem
perament, however, makes him an actor, a
musician, and a writer. A friend of my sis
ter’s, I met Tony during a weekend jaunt to
Philadelphia. I spent approximately two
hours talking to him about his life, mostly
because, as my sister says of him, “Tony
likes to talk.. .mostly about Tony.” Past the
pompous exterior I found a young man
who has a mind full of ideas, but who has
had writer’s block for the last two years, a
young man so desperate to unlock his
voice that he interrogated me about my
own writing habits, as if to learn some
secret. When it was time for me to leave,
he said something that you never expect to
hear seriously. “Um, good luck, with
everything, and uh, have a nice life.”
Those are words that you think, or words
that you say in a jocular way. But when
said out loud, when said seriously, those
words are shocking, and they’re shocking
because they’re accurate. I will probably
never see Tony again. I will remember him
as that guy who for some strange reason
loves Christopher Hitchins and thinks that

The Lord of the Rings movies were fantas
tic, even if there were Elves at Helmsdeep.
There are others: Jack, with whom I
worked at American Eagle while I was in
high school; Shannon, Kris, and Oswald
from my first internship; Leon, an older
gentleman whom I met as a volunteer for
an adult day program at a nursing home.
These are all people that I have met, gotten
to know, and then have left. They have all

I am a writer who believes
that character and dialogue
are the most important of the
dramatic elements.
made an abrupt exit out of my life, and 1
have equally abruptly left theirs. I certain
ly don’t want to live in a bubble or to
ignore my fellow humans. There are some
truly fantastic people out in the world,
even if there are some awful ones too.
Maybe the problem is me; maybe I’m
too nostalgic, too prone to attachment and
subsequent disappointment. Maybe you
shouldn’t talk to strangers, not necessarily
because they will kidnap you, but because
they will inevitably remain a stranger. I
don’t really believe those last two sen
tences, and I have no intention of adopting
a doctrine of isolationism. I am a writer
who believes that character and dialogue
are the most important of the dramatic ele
ments. So be it if my life becomes a series
of random encounters with fascinating
people, and so be it if the only connecting
thread is the disappointment I feel when 1
realize that I won’t ever know if Laura got
into grad school, if Tony ever got over his
writer’s block or if Leon is even alive any
more. These one night stands of conversa
tion are worth it.
So go out, break down your walls and
start talking to strangers. It’s advice worth
taking. I think so at any rate.
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Waiting
by

“Tliere is a pleasure in the
pathless woods,
There is a rapture on the
lonely shore...”
—Lord Byron

Nicole Amaral ’10
Portfolio Staff

She came to the shore, looked up at the sky
Pierced the clouds with her fretftil eyes,
And waited for the rain to come.
Sometimes it came in a frustrating mist,
Too insubstantial to offer any respite.
Sometimes it’s cold and steady, the kind
That washes away everything whether it’s
Important or not.
Sometimes it pounds against the windows,
As if it wants to get inside.
Other times, the best times, it is warm and gentle,
Like an old friend, making the world shine like new.
Let it be the latter, she begs the inscrutable clouds.
The breezeless silence offers no answer.
She sits down and waits for the next moment to come.

The Cowl 22

Portfolio

April 10, 2008

Ruining The Ruins: A Pseudo Review
by

Lindsay Wengloski ’10
Portfolio Staff

If you’re desperate enough to want to
watch The Ruins, I’m warning you only
once: This article has spoilers in it.
Although, honestly, I’m not sure that the
term “spoil” really applies to
ESSAY this movie. “Spoiling” implies
that something was good to
begin with. Like milk. Milk
is inherently not-bad when you first buy it.
But it can go bad. I think, at least as far as
The Ruins is concerned, however, you
can’t make bad badder—is that a word? If
not, even better. Because this movie real
ly does merit description with words that
don’t exist. That’s how strange the entire
affair was.
So the bookstore has free vouchers for
previewing this movie that I’ve heard
about on-and-offish for the past week. So,
I call up some of my friends and we
decide, sure, great idea. Let’s go check it
out. It’s free, right? Even if it’s a bad
movie, at least we’re not forking over 10
bucks a pop to see it. That’s got to be at
least halfway redeeming.
Apparently, not so much.
We get to the movie theater and it’s sur
prisingly packed. Fine and dandy. The
previews are entertaining, at least to me,
and things seem off to a good start. And
then the movie actually begins.
I’ve devised a theory as to how The
Ruins came to be written. My theory con
sists of several, highly technical, very
important steps:
Step 1: Take every scary movie stereo
type EVER and put it into a brown paper
bag. This includes silent, staring children,
stupid college kids who like the drinky-

drink and the Cancun beach scene, and, oh
yeah, an abandoned piece of ancient archi
tecture. Preferably a temple.
Step 2: Shake all stereotypes until thor
oughly mixed.
Step 3: Selecting one stereotype at a
time, remove from bag and lay out on
table. Do not change the order in which
the stereotypes emerge; just work with it.

Step 4: Write a screenplay and convince
some sleepy Hollywood folks to direct,
produce, and star in your movie.
Step 5: Watch all your work get shot out
of the sky by some snarky Providence
College student.
Step 6: Check in to the room next to
Britney Spears at the Happy Home.
No, but seriously. I spent the better part

Neil Andrew Francisco ’10 / The Cowl [Photos from imdb.com]

of five minutes talking to some people
about the movie—friends of mine who
haven’t seen The Ruins, and who have
absolutely no intention of doing so. And
our conversation went something like this:
“So I went and saw that move, The
Ruins the other day.”
“What’s it about?”
“Oh, it’s about these college kids who
are in Mexico—”
“And they’re on spring break, right?”
“Yeah. . .”
“Let me guess. They go and explore
some abandoned temple out in the middle
of nowhere?”
“Yep.”
“And then something starts eating
them, right?”
“Pretty much.”
“Hahaha! It’s like I’ve seen this movie
already! Is it something on the temple that
they’re exploring that’s eating them?”
“Why yes, yes it is.”
“Some foliage?”
“Indeed.”
It ends up like Twenty Questions, every
time I talk to someone about The Ruins.
Why? Because there really isn’t anything
super-original about it, aside from the
creepy silk-flower-muppet-monster-thingies that can selectively imitate sounds.
That was pretty cool, I’ll admit. But
everything else in the movie? The incom
petent wannabe starlets? The hunky yet
generally ineffective menfolk?
The
natives sitting around going, “Yeah, I
TOLD you that would happen, you silly
college kids.” Yep. Pretty stock and stan
dard for a horror flick.
At least it was free! It’s not much of a
consolation prize, but I guess I’ll have to
take it.

Tiffany&Earl

Making PC an emotionally stable
place, one letter at a time...
Dear Confused,
I don't think that
you should ever
dumb down your
own achievements to
save a friend from
feeling badly about
her own lack of suc
cess. That isn't to
say, however, that
you should rub it in
her face in anyway. I think you can still be
happy for yourself without doing it in front
of her.
If you know anyone in the clubs that you
have already gotten into, maybe you could
talk to someone and vouch for her. That is,
if it wouldn't make the situation worse
because she doesn't want anyone helping
her. I feel like we are at the age where your
achievements are yours to own. You got
yourself into the clubs you got into
because of some outstanding quality, so let
that stand alone.
To digress, someone in this office has
just told me that she applied for
Admission's Ambassador, Friar's Club, and
Campus Ministry and was rejected by all
of them . . . who gets rejected by Campus
Ministry? Let your friend know that these
organizations are not what define a person,
and furthermore, the ability to seek out less
obvious clubs and organizations on cam
pus which are equally interesting and fun
is admirable.
This is not to say anyone should be
another one of the griping, bitter naysayers
who is just angry because they never got
into a club. But like my associate here,
there are other options and she is better for
the choices she made-and they were not
alternatives. If she really feels bad about it,
then cheer her up with a nice dinner date
and some cocktails to follow. That always
works for me!

This week...

Being happy without gloating...too much

Dear Tiffany & Earl,

For the last month, my roommate and I have been filling out applica
tions for various clubs and now the results of our efforts are starting to
come in. The good news is that I’m getting in to all of the ones that I
really wanted! The bad news is probably obvious: She hasn’t been
accepted into a single one yet. I don’t really know how to act around
her at this point. On the one hand, I really want to celebrate, but I
also don’t want her to feel worse than she already does. Any advice
about what I should do? It would be much appreciated, especially
since we’re living together again next year.

—Confused about happiness

Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com

OSTRICIZE her!
She should know
the true shame of
being rejected from
an elitist club which
did not get the
chance to know her.
If they did, she
still probably would
n't have gotten in.
The way I see it, she
is the friend of the girl everyone likes.
First off, Kudos to you. Secondly, every
hot, cool, popular girl is such for a reason:
They don't have emotions and focus on
being hot, cool, and popular. Keeping this
in mind, you should focus on the things
which make people like you and the things
that matter. Your popularity is seriously
going to suffer if you keep the fugly, loser
friend around.
I would seriously contemplate finding a
new roommate. When you think about all
of the new friends you are going to make,
now that you are the queen of on-campus
activities, you have to think: None of the
cool group kids are going to want to hang
out with a loser. Things get awkward when
the cool kids are forced to deal with kids
they excluded from their group. It's like
watching the other members of Genesis
sitting around with both Phil Collins and
Peter Gabriel talking about how successful
and cool Phil and Peter are. Moreso Phil,
but you get the point.
You have to decide what i§ more impor
tant — a friend who has always been there
for you, or new friends who will judge you
on the amount of alcohol you can drink
and the type of PC related skits you can
perform. The answer seems clear: Get anevy roommate.

P.S. I know what I am talking about. I
was in BOP, Friar’s Club, and Head
Dungeon Master.

Roving Photographer
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What are you most excited about
for spring at PC?

“Graduating!”
Ian Kaloyanides ’08, Bridget Hayes ’08,
Bethany Bourdon ’08, Kateri LaChance ’08

“Commencement Week.”
Steve Peloquin ’08, Nicole Alves ’08, Bethany Peloquin ’08

“The beginning of baseball. . . even though that’s not at PC.”
Mark Costello ’ll

“Nettin’ noobs.”
Paige Keefe ’ll, Gina Valente ’ll

“Michaela in her thong bikini on the quad!”
Maggie Quinlan ’10, Michaela Manning ’10,
Doug Roberge ’09, Brendan Ward ’09

“Cheeseburgers on the quad
...paradise.”

—Jimmy Buffet
www.bubbygram.com
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Mark Dillon

Katie DiCamillo

Men’s Lacrosse
Grad—Gaithersburg, Md.

Women’s Track
Junior—Garden City, N.Y.

Dillon led the Men’s Lacrosse
Team to a 10-5 victory over Mount St. Mary’s on
Saturday, April 5. Dillon notched four goals and
two assists.

DiCamillo won the 5000m at the UConn
Invitational on Saturday, April 5. Three Friar run
ners placed in the top five in the 5000 m.

Schedules

Scores
Friday 4/11

Friday 4/4
Women’s Track at Stanford Inv.
Men’s Track at Stanford Inv.

Softball vs. Seton Hall
Softball vs. Seton Hall

5th Place
Ind. Results

2:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Saturday 4/12

Saturday 4/5
Lacrosse vs. Mt. St. Mary’s
Softball at Syracuse (doubleheader)
Men’s Lacrosse at Siena
Men’s Track at Stanford Inv.
Women’s Track at UConn Inv.

Men’s Lacrosse vs. St. Jospeph’s
Track at Stanford Inv.

W, 10-5
L, 6-0, L, 3-0
W, 4-3 (4 OT)
Ind. Res.
5th Place

2:00 p.m.
All Day

Sunday 4/13
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

Softball vs. St. John’s
Softball vs. St. John’s

Sunday 4/6
Softball at Pittsburgh
Softball at Pittsburgh

L, 3-0
L, 1-0

Tuesday 4/8
Women’s Tennis vs. Holy Cross

4:00 p.m.

Wednesday 4/16

Tuesday 4/8
Women’s Tennis at Hartford

3:00 p.m

Lacrosse at Marist

W, 7-0

Wednesday 4/9
Men’s Track at Quinnipiac Inv.
Women’s Track at Quinnipiac Inv.

Ind. Results
Ind. Results

Standings
Lacrosse MAAC Standings (4/10)
Hockey East
L
W

Overall
L
W

Canisius

4

0

5

3

Providence

4

0

4

5

VMI
Saint Joseph's
Siena
Manhattan
Mt. St. Mary's
Wagner
Marist

3
2
1
1
1
0
0

1
2
2
2
2
3
4

4
4
7

6
6
4
7
7
9
11

Team

2
1

0
0

Team

Women’s Softball Standings (4/10)
Big East
Overall
W
L
L
W

USF
Notre Dame
Pittsburgh
Louisville
Connecticut
Syracuse
DePaul
Villanova
Rutgers
Seton Hall
St. Johns

4
5
3
3
2
2
2

Providence

1

7
5

6
6

13
10
. 14
14
14
19
12
14
21

8
8

32
24
21
20
15
14
24
14
16
15
15

5

15

16

1
1
2
2
2
3
3
5

6

20
24
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Sports Shorts: A Look at
Friar Track and Tennis
by John

Butler ’ll

Sports Staff

For the Providence College Men’s and
Women’s Track Teams, the hard work of
the indoor season is paying off. Both
squads enter the final two months of the
outdoor season after an
TRACK indoor season of develop
ment and faster times across
the board.
At
the
Stanford
Invitational on Friday, March 4, and
Saturday, March 5, the Men’s Team was
well represented by its distance runners,
who thus far have upheld Providence’s tra
dition of dominating the long events.
In the 5000-meter race, senior Ahmed
Haji took fifth place in 14:01.39 in qualify
ing
for
the
NCAA
Regional
Championships which will be held in
Tallahassee, Fla., on May 30 and 31. Haji
had the previous week off at the Owl
Invitational on March 29.
Junior Charles Dewey and senior James
Lourenco ensured that the Friars were well
represented in the 800-meter race by tak
ing sixth and eighth places, respectively.
Dewey crossed the line at 1:52.92, while
Lourenco was close behind at 1:53.63. In
doing so, both qualified for the Big East
Championship. The tandem has been a
threat in the 800-meter race throughout the
indoor season, and given that their times
have consistently decreased, they should
play a similar role for the remainder of the
outdoor season.
Senior Chris McDermott was able to
pick up eighth place in the 1500-meter run
with a time of 3:54.14, a Big East qualify
ing time.
While the Men’s Team was in Palo Alto,
Calif., the Women’s Squad was in Storrs,
Conn., at the University of Connecticut
Invitational. The Friars took fifth place on
the back of three first-place finishers.
It was all Friars in the 5000-meter
run, as junior Katie DiCamillo took
first, junior Sarah Morgan took second,
and freshman Emma Perron placed fifth.
DiCamillo secured first place by more
than 35 seconds in qualifying for the
NCAA Regional Championships.
The laurels of victory were also crowned
on sophomore Krystal Douglas who took first
in the 1500-meter race with a time of4:37.25,
good for a Big East qualifying time.
Freshman Katherine Leugers also earned a
hard-fought first place in the 3000-meter stee
plechase. The steeplechase, in addition to
being a race over the course of almost two
miles, includes 28 barriers and seven water
jumps, as if the breakneck speed were insuf
ficient by itself.
Juniors Katie Elliot and Katherine
Shock rounded out the Friar scorers on the

day by taking second and fifth place,
respectively, in the 800-meter run.
The Friars returned to the track on
Wednesday, April 9, at the Quinnipiac
Invitational in Hamden, Conn., and will
use this weekend to recover before com
peting again on Thursday, April 17, in the
Mt. Sac Relays in California.

The mark of a good collegiate team con
sists not in never suffering defeat, but
rather, in responding to that defeat with a
resounding triumph. The Providence
College Women’s Tennis Team can attest
to that.
After suffering a seven
TENNIS
match losing streak against
some of the nation’s most
talented competition, the
Friars defeated the University of Hartford
7-0 on Tuesday, April 8, in West Hartford,
Conn.
The Hawks were held scoreless in No. 5
and No. 6 singles by freshman Ayushi
Sinha and senior Kate Lyons, respectively.
In No. 1 singles, freshman Avery Gibson
picked up a hard-fought comeback win
with scores of 5-7, 6-4, and 10-6. The cru
cial win for the Friars came against the
Hawks’ Raquel Casino, who defeated
Gibson just a few months ago in the New
England championships, according to
Friars.com.
The singles victories were rounded out
by junior Ashley Rissolo and sophomores
Dara Hawkins-Hodgson and Jenn Cusack.
Doubles play was particularly strong for
the Friars that afternoon, an aspect of the
game whose importance Friars Head
Coach Wayne Turner has emphasized all
season. The duos of Hawkins-Hodgson
and Gibson, Cusack and junior Meghan
Gilroy, and Sinha and fellow freshman
Kim Betzner soundly defeated the best that
the Hawks put forth.
The win elevates the Friars to 6-9 over
all on the season following their defeat on
Tuesday, April 2, against Connecticut by a
score of 7-0. Gibson and HawkinsHodgson made a run in No. 1 doubles and
were nearly able to pull out the upset
against the strong Husky squad. The
Providence duo lost the set 8-7.
Lyons also worked to pull out the upset
in No. 6 singles but was defeated 6-0 and
7-6. Connecticut’s depth proved to be
detrimental to the valiant Friar effort.
Providence returns to the court in
Queens, N.Y., on Saturday April 12,
against Manhattan and then returns for the
Friars’ only home match on Tuesday, April
15, at 4:00 p.m. against Holy Cross. The
Friars will seek to close out the season
with wins over two rival squads.

free friar
FANATIC T-SHIRTS

COME TO THE SOFTBALL GAME,
FRIDAY, APRIL 11, AND ENJOY A
BARBEQUE HOSTED BY STUDENT
CONGRESS. CONGRESS WILL BE GIV
ING OUT THE NEW FRIAR FANATIC TSIIIRTS FOR FREE. GO FRIARS!
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Who Will Coach the Friars?
by

Ryan Holt ’09
Sports Staff

We just might have a coach after all.
Wednesday afternoon, April 9, the Friars
offered the job to UMass coach Travis
Ford. Hopefully, by the time you’re reading this, he has said yes.
If so, welcome to
OPINION
Providence, Coach.
This would be a great hire
for a program a week
removed from being turned down by alum
Jim Larranaga. Ford is one of the most tal
ented up-and-coming young coaches in the
business. In his previous stops, Ford has
been part of dramatic turnarounds. When
he arrived at Eastern Kentucky, he inherit
ed a dark situation. In his final season, he
led them to a 22-win season, an Ohio
Valley Conference championship, and an
NCAA Tournament appearance.
He continued his success at UMass.
There he has guided the Minutemen back
to respectability. He has coached them to
two straight 20-plus win seasons, an
Atlantic 10 regular season conference
championship, two straight NITs, includ
ing a trip to the NIT finals last week.
Here’s something even better: his team
defeated Syracuse twice on the road,
something the Friars haven’t done in a
decade, and then he defeated hated in-state
rival URL
Ford has been widely discussed to be in
the running for many premiere jobs includ
ing LSU and South Carolina. His signing
would be national news, brining the pro
gram some much needed good publicity.
Ford is no stranger to the PC family. He
played at Kentucky in the early ’90’s under
Rick Pitino and then-assistant Billy
Donovan. The two have sung his praises in
the past.

There were a lot of names out there in
this extensive search. There were some
amazing ones—Larry Brown and Jeff Van
Gundy; some good ones, Fran Fraschilla,
Phil Martelli; and some not-so-good ones,
Tim O’Shea, Fran McCaffery, and many,
many more.
Some of you out there may like one
name more than the rest. Some of you may
not be happy with the choice, though it is a
good one. Whatever you think, however,
you should support our next coach.
It is time to come together, Friartown.
This is a place that has been home to such
negativity, angst, and pessimism. This is a
chance to end it all.
This is a new beginning for this school,
this program. We need to come together.
Show your support.
How can you?
Talk up the program, the hiring to your
friends. Show up to Late Night Madness in
October. Buy season tickets this summer
and go to every game.
Next year is an important year for this
program. This will be the last chance for a
talented class of 2009 to prove themselves.
Their performance next year will effect
recruiting. A good season means good
players coming to Providence.
There is so much to look forward to
starting in November. Not only do we have
a new, young, talented, and exciting coach,
and a talented, experienced team poised
for a run; but there is a newly renovated
Dunkin’ Donuts Center, scores of national
ly televised games, and, of course, visits
from some of the nation’s best teams.
The search, I hope is over. We can final
ly move on. This can truly be a special
time at Providence College.
Travis Ford, if you’re here and reading
this, welcome to Providence. I know we’re
very happy to have you.

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Jennifer Maccio ’09 gave up just 1 run in a 1-0 loss at Pittsburgh on Sunday,
April, 6. The Friars fell to 1-5 in Big East Play.

Softball: Bats Struggle
continued from back page

She worked five innings, surrendering
three runs while striking out 3.
Unfortunately for Bertolette, she was
matched up against Brittany Gardner, who
brought her A-game against the Friar line
up. Gardner went the distance, holding the
Friars to five hits in a 3-0 shutout victory
for the Orange.
The four combined losses over the
weekend dropped Providence to 1-5 in
league play. At 1-5 in the Big East and 1516 overal, the Friars obviously not where
they wouldd like to be in the standings,
things could be a lot worse. They have
played solid defense and have received
excellent pitching which is the key to win
ning in softball. Both Bartolette and
Maccio have shown the ability to keep
oponents from putting up crooked num
bers on the scoreboard which has made
coach Jacklets very happy.
“Both Danielle and Jenn have stepped
up their game,” said Jacklets. “They have
carried us all season and now it’s up to our
offense to kick in.”
The one glaring weakness has obvious
ly been the Friar lineup. During the Friar’s

winless weekend, they failed to score a
single run, while mustering only 14 hits
over the four game span. Whether it’s
divine intervention, or the discovery of
Roy Hobb’s “wonderboy” bat, something
needs to change for the Providence lineup.
Clutch hits have been non-existent and as
we all no, if a team doesn’t get hits with
runners in scoring position they will never
win. This team can’t afford to sit around
and wait for homeruns. They need to move
runners over, run the bases, and cash in
when they have good scoring chances.
“This weekend is just what we need,”
said coach Jacklets. “Our spirits are up and
I have a feeling that we are going to get the
bats going in our next couple of games.”
Hopefully for Jacklets and the rest of the
Friars, PC will swing the sticks and climb
out of the Big East cellar.
The team will return to action on Friday,
April, 11, when they host Big East rival
Seton Hall at 2:00 p.m. Fans that show up
early for the game are invited to attend a
free barbecue hosted by the Providence
College Student Congress. Congress will
be giving out free Friar Fanatic t-shirts that
have been completely re-designed.

Sports

26 The Cowl

_______________ April 10, 2008

LAX: 4-0 in MAAC

the

SportsBoss

with bradley chen

Nothing Welcomes Spring Like The Masters
A student [last week] in my public
speaking class gave a persuasive speech
on why it is good to pick up the game of
golf. There are benefits for children, busi
nessmen and women, and the elderly.
Golf is a sport that you can play nearly
your entire life, but it’s also a game that
can frustrate you for your entire life. Not
only are you trying to beat opponents, but
you are also trying to beat yourself. No
other sport uses the idea of “mind over
matter” more than golf. Why is it so hard
to put a little white ball into a hole?
Everyone who has played golf or has seen
the movies Caddyshack and Happy
Gilmore knows how mentally painful it is
when you hit a bad shot. It can turn the
calmest, quietest old man into a non-stop
swearing Incredible Hulk. One bad shot
can lead to another until your scorecard is
ripped in half and stomped upon. This
week, professional golfers will take aim
at one of the sport’s most prized tourna
ments and controlling their emotions will
be vital. Keeping your mind clear of
anger is the only way you can enjoy the
game and the beauty of being on a golf
course, and there is absolutely no golf
course more pristine than Augusta
National on a warm Masters Sunday.

Being the first major of the season, the
Masters really ushers in the golf season.
Here are just a few notes:
Coverage: Some people may call
CBS’s repetitive Masters commercials
cheesy, but I get a little excited inside
because it reminds me of what golf is all
about. There is that sense of honor and
elegance to be part of something so great.

Jim Nantz and the rest of the CBS crew
do a great job in their coverage. Many
view golf as being boring, but with
today’s modem cameras and HD broad
casts there is always something interest
ing happening on the golf course.
Whether it’s a hole in one or a daring
approach shot that drops in the water,
you’re bound to be wowed or disappoint
ed by the pro’s thinking on every shot.
The Saying: “drive for show, putt for
dough,” has been said by many a golfer
and I am sure if you ask the past champi
ons if they would rather crush a 350 yard
drive off the tee or sink a 25 foot putt
they would pick the latter. In golf, you do
not have to be the strongest or most phys
ically gifted player to do well. At the
Masters you will see why brains will win
out over brawn.

Tiger vs. The World: There is no doubt
who is the best player in the game.
Always the favorite to win, it is interest
ing to see who, if any, will be able to give
him a challenge. Phil Mickelson? Vijay
Singh? Geoff Ogilvy?

Beauty: Augusta National is generally
regarded as the most revered golf course
on the PGA Tour. Since the Masters is
held at the same venue every year, fans
have the unique opportunity to become
familiar with the course, something the
other three rotating majors do not offer.
The course is well known for its botan
ic beauty as well. Between the flowers
blossoming on trees and the beautiful
plants bordering the course, Augusta
National is quite a spectacle during the
early part of April. Each hole on the

course is named after the tree or shrub
with which it has become associated, such
as Azalea (hole 13) or Holly (hole 18).

Amen Comer: Google it. It might be
the best piece of golf architecture in the
world and the most famous. The view
defines the word “peaceful.”

The Green Jacket: The winner of each
year's Masters Tournament is able to play
in every following Masters Tournament
until their death, and receives the infa
mous Green Jacket. The jacket is present
ed by the winner of the tournament frym
the previous year and has been worn by
the likes of Jack Nickalaus, Arnold
Palmer, and Gary Player. It is truly a sight
to see when the previous year’s champion
has to drape the green blazer over the new
winner’s shoulders. The ceremony is
almost like a passing of the torch from
one champion to another, something that
is not found in any other PGA event.

My challenge to you all is to watch
Sunday’s coverage of the Masters.
Whether Tiger runs away from the field
or Mickelson or Singh push Woods to the
limit, the final round will be full of
intrigue. Tiger Woods is the most domi
nating athlete since Michael Jordan and
anyone of that caliber is worth watching
in a major event. If March is college bas
ketball time, then April is about the
Masters and golf. With 75 years of tradi
tion there is just something special about
this event.

continued from back page
Saturday, April 12.
Following that contest, the team will
switch to a two games per week schedule
that will take them through the end of the
regular season. They will take on Marist
College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. on
Wednesday, April 16, their second of three
straight road games.
Each win will bring the team closer to
its ultimate goal: return to the NCAA
Tournament in May. But before they get
there, the Friars know that they will face
some tough competition both in the rest of
their conference slate as well as in the
league tournament. The MAAC Tourney
will take place at Siena College in
Loudinville, N.Y. on Friday, May 2, and
Sunday, May 4. The champion will
advance to the NCAAs and face some of
the best teams in the country.
The Friars made it last year and lost in
the opening round. Anything less than a
return to the Dance would be seen as a
major disappointment by this competi
tive team and right now it is doing all it
can to avoid such a letdown. If the team
can keep up its torrid pace, the Friars are
all but a lock to be one of the teams that
wins the right to compete for the NCAA
crown.

HARTFORD TEXTILE
COMPANY
Hartford Company is looking
for part time job seekers as
mystery shoppers that would
work for us.
REQUIREMENT: Must be
computer literate and be a
devoted worker.
For details contact us at:
jessyjefferson@hotmail.com

Open 7 nights a week till 2am!
Full Kitchen, Drink and Food Specials Daily
Private Parties Available

Grand Opening this Friday, April
286 Academy Avenue Providence Rhode Island 02908
Down the Street from LaSalle Academy
401-331-1111
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little
debate if we can!

Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff
Who will win the 2008 American League MVP award?
As much as I am tempted to pick some
one from the World Champion Boston Red
Sox—namely, Manny Ramirez—as my
choice for the A.L. MVP, I’m going to
have to go with Detroit’s Miguel Cabrera.
Cabrera, who enjoyed an MVP-caliber
season in 2007 with the Marlins, should
only better his stats from last year in an
environment more conducive to winning.
Although the Tigers are currently 0-7
and sit in the basement of the A.L. Central
and Cabrera has just two hits, the slow
start should not amount to anything. Given
time to adjust to a different home park in
Detroit and A.L. pitching, the young third
baseman just picked up right where he left
off at the end of last year.
Hitting behind Magglio Ordonez will
ensure that Cabrera will see more quality
pitches than he did a year ago on a Marlins
team where he was the only true power
threat. While the left field fence at 345feet is slightly further than the 330-feet out
of the park in the point at Dolphin
Stadium, Cabrera has more than enough
power to compensate.
At only 24 years old, Cabrera has
already racked up two Silver Slugger
Awards, a feat that he is sure to match in
his next seven years in Detroit.
The addition of Cabrera to an already
strong batting order should be enough to
send the Tigers back into postseason play,
and possibly back to the World Series,
where they lost in five games to St. Louis
in 2006.
—Erin Redihan ’08

With the MLB season finally underway,
the debate for awards and accolades can
officially begin. One of baseball’s most
coveted awards, Most Valuable Player, is
one that is hotly contested year in and year
out. It is not an award of baseball’s most
talented player but instead a measure of
one’s importance to his respective team’s
success. Using this as the major criteria in
selecting the MVP, there is no doubt in my
mind that Alex Rodriguez will repeat as
the American League MVP award winner.
Red Sox Nation always complains that
Big Papi gets shafted when it comes to
MVP voting, and I’m sure many other
players will have MVP-worthy seasons,
but when it’s all boiled down, A-Rod
means the most to his team’s success. With
suspect pitching and an aging lineup that
has already had to deal with injuries, ARod’s presence in the middle of the lineup
is absolutely vital for the Bronx Bombers.
He hits for average, he hits for power, and
finally has shown the ability to come up
with big hits when the Yankees need it.
Last season he batted .329 with runners on
base, had the league’s highest homerun
and RBI totals in the ninth inning or later,
and also batted .500 with the bases loaded.
Those are the type of stats that knock in
runs and win MVP titles. A-Rod will be
even more important to the Yankees mak
ing the playoffs this year, as the Yankees
are one year older and riddled with young
and unproven pitching in their rotation. If
the Yanks make the playoffs, as I think
they will, A-Rod will win a much-deserved
MVP award.
—Dan Ollquist '10

MILLENNIUM MAGIC
ENGINEERING
SERVICES
Job Employment:

As part of our expansion
program, our company is
looking for part-time work from
home account managers and
sales representatives.
Pays Minimum of $3,000/month
plus benefits!
It only takes a little of your time!

Requirements: Computer Literate, 2-3
hours access to the internet, must be honest,
loyal, efficient, and dedicated.
Please contact us for more details:
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ MjsloanlO@aol.com_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Fitness: Chasing a Goal
by

The Schedule

Casey Reutman ’09
Sports Staff

There’s nothing like Providence College
in the springtime. The blooming trees, the
fragrance of fresh-cut grass, and the quad
jam-packed with your sunbathing, Frisbee
playing peers; it is enough
FITNESS t0 make anyone flounder for
excuses to abandon the
mountain of schoolwork for
some fresh air. As it is my
self-proclaimed mission to encourage you
to do what will most render you healthy
and happy, I enthusiastically urge you to
allow yourself some “you” time each and
every day. Since, via this column, it has
also become my ambition to provide you
suggestions on how to best achieve that
health and happiness, I come today with a
constructive challenge and achievable
goal: a 5K road race.
Regardless of your current fitness level—
couch potato, gym rat, or world class ath
lete—the preparation for, and participation in,
a 5K (3.1 miles) race is a rewarding experi
ence that has the potential to provoke long
term lifestyle modification. Don’t get me
wrong, I don’t claim to have supernatural,
life-altering powers by way of the written
word. It is only my hope that you take my
words of advice into account, try them, and
succeed. However, be aware that you may
just enjoy the training and competitive
process, and thus choose to incorporate run
ning into your daily workout and/or continue
to enter multiple 5K races (don’t say I didn’t
warn you!).
There are a vast number of possible train
ing programs to most effectively prepare for a
5K; the best one for you depends on how
active you already are, your previous 5K
experience—it’s fine if you don’t have
any!—and your goals and expectations for
yourself in an actual race. Though it is up to
you to determine what works and commit to
a training regimen, I can suggest a genera]
program for you to adapt accordingly. I also
urge you to make this commitment with a
friend, relative. . . anyone. Training with
someone else not only aids in ensuring a
higher level of dedication, but also makes the
victory that much sweeter.
What follows is a six-week program,
provided and adapted by Pat Glover, a
well-respected competitive Masters runner
who is the Vice President of Long Distance
Running (LDR) and Cross-country (XC)
for the Adirondack Association of USATF.
It combines gradually increasing sessions
of running and walking that allow you to
slowly work up to the 5K. distance in a
safe, effective way.
It is suggested that you spread these work
outs over the course of a week, completing a
total of three running workouts with one or
two days of rest in between. On those rest
days you may allow your body to recover
completely or choose to do cross-training (i.e.
walking, elliptical, swimming, strength train
ing, your choice). Note, however, that if you
choose to cross-train on days off, it is impor
tant to take at least one full day each week to
rest completely.

Week #
Training (3 days/week)
1
( 7 minutes running, 1
minute walking) 4 sets
2
(10 minutes running, 1
minute walking) 3 sets
3
(15 minutes running, 1
minute walking) 2 sets
4
(15 minutes running, 1
minute walking) 2 sets
5
(18 minutes running, 1
minute walking) 1 set (12 minutes run
ning, 1 minute walking) 1 set
6
(22 minutes running, 1
minute walking) 1 set (8 minutes running,
1 minute walking) 1 set

Though this program outlines only a six
week pre-race training regimen, the goal
(not requirement) is to reach 30 minutes of
straight running. If you are brand new to
exercise, you may want to repeat weeks 1
and 2 a few times until you build up
enough endurance to move on.
No matter how you adapt this pro
gram to fit your schedule and abilities, it
is important to take the day before the
actual race to rest. No amount of activi
ty on this day will improve your per
formance in the 5K. In fact, it could hin
der it as you risk the possibility of mus
cle strain, or even injury. I know, after
six weeks of running in the glorious
springtime air you may find it difficult
to abstain; however, it is crucial.
When the actual race starts, go out slow
and pace yourself. By this time you should
know approximately how long the 3.1
miles should take you to complete, so
don’t try to keep up with a speed that you
haven’t trained at. The goal is to have fun!
There will be plenty of time to improve on
your performance in future races (I warned
you, once a runner, always a runner!).
Ironically though the ultimate goal is to
participate in the 5K. race, you are only in
competition with yourself, so don’t feel
pressured to tax your body beyond its lim
its. In simply committing to a goal and
preparing for it, you have already succeed
ed. The time on the clock when you cross
the finish line is far less significant than
the fact that you cross it. After all, what
could be more rewarding than friends,
fresh air, and finishing what you started?
* A note to the reader: If you are looking
for R.I. races to enter, check out the first
annual Cox Rhode Races at www.rhoderaces.com. Though it is only about a month
away, for those who have been avidly run
ning prior to this article, this may be a
good goal for you to set for yourself.
However, for those just beginning to train,
www.runningintheusa.com is a good
source to use in selecting a race to enter
based on your training timeline.

Womens Health

Preventing Cervical Cancer

Tuesday April 15, 2008

Slavin Soft Lounge- G01
8:00 pm
HPV is now recognized as a major cause of cervical cancer.
Learn how to lower your risk!

Dr. Suzanne Bomschein will discuss what every women

needs to know about HPV.
Student Health and Wellness X1817
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Friars Stay Undefeated in Conference Play
by

Erin Redihan ’08
Sports Editor

They were going in to avenge a loss.
That is how the Providence College
Men’s Lacrosse Team viewed its match
against Mount St. Mary’s College last
weekend. A year ago, the
LAX Mountaineers presented
Providence
its
worst
league loss of the season.
The 12-7 loss to Mount
on March 24,2007, stuck with the team the
rest of the season and even into this year.
In that game, PC held a 4-3 lead at half
time but went on to lose 12-7. This year, it
would be different.
At the time, the Friars were 0-1 in their
conference and had lost the first five
games of their young season. While PC
started similarly this year, by losing its first
five contests, the team has since turned
things around.
The Friars continued their dominance in
the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference with a
decisive 10-5 win over Mount St. Mary’s at
home on Saturday, April 5. After losing their
first five nonconference matches, the Friars
have yet to lose within the MAAC, winning
their last four contests.
PC got off to a fast start offensively,
scoring four times in the first quarter. They
notched three points before five minutes
had come off the game clock.
Grad student Mark Dillon drew first
blood for the home team less than a
minute in with the first of his four goals.

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Colin Tigh ’10 scored two goals in the Friars’ 10-5 vicotry over Mount Saint
Mary’s College. The win helped the Friars improve to 4-0 in the MAAC and 4-5
overall. Providence is hoping to repeat as MAAC champions.
Sophomore Jackson Fallon assisted on
the play.
Though he did not record the next two
goals, Dillon had a hand in them as he assist
ed on both scores. Senior Robert
Lamontagne and Fallon scored within 30
seconds of each other to make the lead 3-0.
The Mountaineer’s only goal in the
opening quarter came at the 8:44 mark off
the stick of Joe Derwent. The Friars quick

Softball Drops Four Straight
by

Dan Ollquist ’10

Asst. Sports Editor

With two weeks of Big East play now in
the books, the Providence College
Women’s Softball Team finds itself in a
tough position. After four straight league
losses, the Friars are now
SOFTBALL faced with an uphill battle to
get back into the mix in the
Big East Conference.
On Sunday, April 6, PC
headed to Pittsburgh for a doubleheader
against the Panthers of the University of
Pittsburgh. Unfortunately for the Friars,
their bats didn’t travel with them. In the
first game of the day, Head Coach Kerri
Jacklets sent her star sophomore pitcher
Danielle Bertolette to the hill. Once again,
Bertolette shined for the Friars. The first
three innings remained scoreless on both
sides as Pittsburgh ace Cory Berliner
matched Bertolette. In the bottom of the
fourth, Pitt finally broke through with a
solo homerun to give them a 1-0 advan
tage. In the sixth, the Panthers would strike
again, pushing two more runs across the
plate and extending the lead to 3-0. The
lead was more than enough for Berliner
and the Panthers to hold. PC managed just
three hits and couldn’t seem to get any
thing going with runners on base.
“We didn’t get timely hits,” said
Jacklets. “We were right there with them,
but we couldn’t get that clutch hit to get us
on the scoreboard.”
The lack of timely hitting unfortu
nately continued for the Friars in game
two. With junior Jennifer Maccio pitch
ing at her best, PC seemed primed for a
Big East win, but Pitt hurler Kayla
Zinger refused to yield anything to the
Friar offensive attack. Zinger held the
Friars scoreless in a seven-inning com
plete game win in which she limited PC
to just two hits, while striking out seven.
Not to be lost in the PC defeat was the
work of Maccio, who nearly matched
Zinger pitch for pitch. She gave up only
three hits and just a single run to the

ly regained their three-goal advantage, as
sophomore Colin Tigh scored unassisted
just three minutes later. The rest of the
quarter passed without another goal on
either side.
The Friar scoring onslaught continued in
the second, as the team put up four more
goals before halftime. Dillon, Fallon, and
Tigh each notched their second goals of the
day before the Mountaineers could get a shot

past Providence junior goalkeeper Robert
Bryan.
Geery Grant scored Mount’s lone goal
in the second with 14 ticks left on the clock
off a pass from Joe Derwent. Once again,
Providence came right back with a goal of
its own. Dillon scored his third goal of the
half just four seconds before halftime,
making the score 8-2 at the half.
The Friars built their lead to eight with
two goals in the third period. Fallon scored
for a third time less than three minutes into
the second half. His shot was unassisted.
Dillon followed that up with his fourth and
PC’s last goal of the game with 1:55 on the
clock in the third. Fellow grad student
Bennett Murphy assisted on the play.
The Mountaineer offense got going in
the fourth, but their three goals were too
little too late. Derwent assisted on all three
tallies.
Bryan earned his fourth win of the sea
son in goal with five saves while T.C.
DiBartolo took the loss for the
Mountaineers. After falling to the Friars,
Mount St. Mary’s is now 1-2 in the MAAC
and 1-7 overall.
After the game, the Friars immediately
set their sights on preparing for their next
challenge: trip to Philadelphia to take on
the Hawks of St. Joseph’s. There the Friars
will hope to pick up their fifth MAAC win
and retain their hold on first place in the
conference. Game time is 1:00 p.m. on
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PC Hoops Eyes Ford

Panther attack over six innings of work.
by Erin Redihan ’08
“I felt good about the fact that I did my
Sports Editor
job out there,” said Maccio. “We had a
UMass Head Coach Travis Ford was in
chance to win and we are bound to get our
bats going soon.”
Providence on Wednesday, April 9. He toured
Before traveling to Pittsburgh, the Friars the Dunkin’ Donuts Center and spoke with
headed up north on Saturday, April 5, to Providence Athletic Director Bob Driscoll. It
was reported on the local NBC
challenge the Syracuse Orange. The Friars
and the Orange matched up twice in dou
MEN’S affiliate, Channel 10, that Ford
bleheader action and the offensive strug
HOOPS bas been offered the head
coaching position made vacant
gles continued for Providence. In the first
by the firing of 10-year veteran
game of the day, the Orange dominated in
all phases of the game. They played crisp Tim Welsh on March 15.
Ford is expected to make a decision some
defensive softball behind their pitcher and
were able to get their bats going against the time on Thursday, April 10.
The search for Welsh’s replacement has
Friars’ ace, sophomore Danielle Bertolette.
The ’Cuse touched up Bertolette for five been a lengthy one, in terms of college bas
runs over four innings of work before she ketball. While Friartown has anxiously await
ed the announcement of the 14th Providence
was replaced by Maccio.
“We’re obviously in a slump right Head Coach, other jobs such as Marquette,
now,” said Bertolette. “We were in this Oregon State, and Indiana have all filled with
in the last year, leading to growing impatience
among Friar fans.
Many PC alums and fans alike were disap
pointed when alum Jim Larranaga turned the
Our spirits are up and 1 have a
position down last week. Others became dis
feeling that we are going to get
enchanted when prospective candidate Craig
the bats going in our next couple
Robinson, then at Brown, accepted the head
of games.
coaching job at Oregon State on Sunday, April
6. An acceptance from Ford would likely
reverse some of these feelings.
Head Coach Kerri Jacklets
After playing a year at Missouri and then
______________________________
transferring to Kentucky to play for thenHead Coach Rick Pitino, Ford played for the
position at the beginning of the year and 1993 Final Four Wildcat squad and was
were able to rebound with seven wins in named co-MVP with Tony Delk.
eight games. There is no reason why we
He has been largely successful in his first
can’t do that again.”
three stints as a head coach. He spent his first
When all was said and done, Syracuse three seasons at Campbellsville, a team in the
came out with’a 6-0 victory. Providence Mid-South Conference. In those three years,
received just four hits, one of which came Ford’s teams went a combined 68-31 and he
from junior Mary Rose Shelley who has was named the Mid-South Coach of the Year
maintained her consistent hitting amidst | in 1999.
the team-wide slump.
In 2000, Ford took over the program at
In the second game of the twin-billing, Eastern Kentucky, staying for five seasons. In
Providence once again sent Danielle that time, the Colonels won the Ohio Valley
Bertolette out to the mound and despite her Conference Championship in 2005 and made
best efforts; PC once again came up empty. the NCAA Tournament.
After the tourney in 2005, Ford was named
SOFTBALL/Page 25 the Head Coach at Masachusetts in the

courtesy of umass athletics

PC has offered the job to
UMass head coach Travis Ford

Atlantic-10 Conference. Over the
last three seasons, the Minutemen
have gone a combined 62-35.
They were the A-10 Regular
Season Co-Champions last year
but fell in the second round in the
A-10 Tourney. This season, the
team made it all the way to the
NIT finals, where they fell to
Ohio State, a team that many had
forecasted to be on the NCAA
bubble.
The move to Providence would
come at a good time for Ford. He
would be inheriting a program
that is losing only one senior to
graduation this year in Charles
Burch. All of the starters are slat
ed to return and junior point
guard Sharaud Curry should be
healthy by the fall after redshirting this season with a stress frac
ture. Ford will have a chance to
ressurect the program and bring it
back to prominence in the Big
East Conference.

